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There is an anti-culture demonstrated by the flight to drugs, 
by the flight from reality, by illusions, by false happiness... 
in our times, we need to say ‘no’ to the 
largely dominant culture of death. 
— Pope Benedict XVI 


- ОЯМЭОХ УЛЗ (залог 





Just opened, near Kimaya Kothrud. 
Pim lovin'it 





1F YOU HOOK THEM YOUNG, You Have THEM FOR LIFE 


McDonald's advertisement campaign in India. 











The use of potent antipsychotic drugs to treat children and teens in the US 
increased more than fivefold from 1993 to 2002. Child psychiatrists are baffled 
at how many doctors prescribe drugs that were previously reserved for adults 
to restless or ill-behaved eight-year-olds. Are children really more ‘psychotic’ 
today, or is it just a quick fix for the lack of available counselors and parental 
guidance? “It amounts to a huge experiment with the lives of American kids,” 
says Dr. John March in The New York Times. “We are using these medications 
and don’t know how they work, if they work, or at what cost." So far, the 
handful of studies on the effect of these drugs on children has revealed an 
increased risk of diabetes, heart disease, and dysinkenia - a neurological 
disorder similar to Parkinson's disease. While many credit antipsychotic drugs 
like Zyprexa and Risperdal for saving children’s lives, it makes one wonder 
what kind of lives they have in store for them as adults. 
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“Dah dah dah dah dah” 

"Тт lovin’ it"? Welcome to the world of Blinks, one-second ads tailor-made for our 
rapidly diminishing attention spans. Media megacorporation Clear Channe! plans to 
unleash the tiny ads on its 1,200 US stations competing for a larger slice of radio's 
estimated $20 billion in marketing revenue. Demonstration spots created tor potential 
clients splice the McDonald's jingle - minus the “I'm lovin’ it" - between two hip-hop 
songs and, for the Mini Cooper, feature a honking horn and a voice saying, “Mini.” Lou 
‘Small, assistant marketing professor at York College, said Blinks rob the listener 5 choice 
to tune out unwanted ads. “It's over before the audience becomes annoyed апо changes 
the station.” But to Clear Channel, these one-second ads are a brilhant way to boost 
value for their advertisers: on an online poll in Advertising Age, 36 percent of respondents 
thought that one-second ads were an “innovative way to increase brand exposure. 

* The vast majority, however, felt that it would merely confuse and alienate lis 
As Live Idea president Larry Smith puts it, "Even more millions of listeners have апойн 
very good reason to withdraw to their iPods " 








Each year, millions are spent оп treating children 
with mental and emotional disorders. Millions more 


are made on helping them develop such disorders in the first place 
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it's perhaps ironic that Mother's Day was chosen as the free trial date for BabyFirstTV, 

a News Corp-backed TV channel that threatens to come between mothers and their 
newborns Flouting warnings by pediatricians and psychiatrists, corporations are cashing 
in on TV programs targeted specifically for infants and toddlers So far, baby television has 
enjoyed remarkable success In the US, and 15 reaching out to British and Hispanic markets 
Childcare experts such as Dmitri A. Christakis from the University of Washington, however, 
caution that television for infants ‘rewires the brain” during a period of irreversible 
development, “Watch Your Baby Blossom,’ says the tagline for BabyFirstTV - perhaps it's 
time that parents started watching out for their babies instead. 











wil ES AND CANDY 


Nestle has just have created the ultimate electronic babysitter, з videogame 
doles out candy. The confectionary giant will release the calorific boredom busser It 
describes as “the most amazing product Nestlé has launched п the last ten to 15 
years” this fall. It plans to retail the $5-7 Wonkazoid in both toy and candy stores and 
insiders believg it could be on to a winner 

“Games give a more intimate [brand] relationship and every time you play 
them, the candy s there,” says senior eMarketer analyst James Belcher Sugar and 
videogames make a potent cocktail for obesity and ADD - but that's your problem, 
as far as Nestlé is concerned. 











Maria Hampton 








YABAI YOUTH 


“What is happening to our youth today?” 

While every society is concerned about the antics of its 
youth, the metamorphosis that has come over Japanese youth 
in the last decade is one that has shaken the nation to its core. 

wrist-cutting, suicide pacts, drug overdoses, hikikomori 
(acute social withdrawl), teen prostitution rings. Many of these 
terms that never existed in the Japanese vocabulary have 
become so commonplace that even children know about 
them. Disturbed by the increasingly violent behavior of Japan's 
youth, educators have scrambled to teach lessons about the 
“preciousness of life,” while the media holds dozens of panel 
discussions on the troubled state of Japan's future. 

So far, the documentation of these problems has been 
impeccable: Images of crisscrossing scars on childrens’ 
wrists and drug-clogged voices of suicidal teens have etched 
themselves indelibly into the public consciousness. The true 
cause of these problems, however, remains under a thick 
fog that seemingly no one can penetrate. Some teachers 
blame the dehumanizing competition in schools, others 
blame inept parents, while still others criticize the youth 
for being “weak-willed” and “hypersensitive” compared to 
previous generations. 

While the vast majority of teens are healthy and well- 
adjuted, the number of youth with psychological disorders 
increases year by year. In November 2005, a quiet and studious 
16 year old girl poisoned her mother over several months and 
kept a blog recording the results. Earlier that year, а "well- 
behaved” 15 year old boy was arrested for blowing up his 
apartment after stabbing his parents to death. Over one million 
youth today have ceased to attend school or work, locking 


A JAPANESE TEENAGER SHOWS OFF THE SELF-INFLICTED CUTS 
ОМ HER WRIST AND BLOOD-STAINED SCHOOL UNIFORM, 


themselves up in their rooms and severing all ties with the 
outside world. Such news has become so frequent in recent 
years that the public has ceased to respond in shock. 

One man trying to make a difference is Osamu Mizutani, 

a former schoolteacher devoted to counseling youth across 
the nation. Since 2005, he has received over 100,000 emails 
from youth nationwide, 90% of which relate to suicide, wrist- 
cutting, and withdrawl from society. A former wrist-cutter 
himself, Mizutani relentlessly educates parents and teachers 
during the day on how to listen to their children, whose acts 
of violence often disguise desperate pleas for help. 

After struggling for years to bring prosperity to their nation, 
many older Japanese are dumbfounded by the self-destructive 
behavior of their privileged young people. Sixty years after 
World War II, it is as though their nation is under attack once 
again, this time at the hands of its own children. Many are 
beginning to wonder if Japan’s frenzied pursuit of wealth since 
the war has led to the decay of family bonds that had always 
pulled the nation through difficult times. 

Hisashi Ishii, a nationally renowned cartoonist and social 
commentator, once wrote, “It’s not the stormy times that we 
should fear - people hold on to each other and can overcome 
most struggles. It’s during peaceful times that people drift 
apart . . . they forget to look out for one another and are 
knocked down by the slightest troubles.” Adults today are 
being urged to snap out of their peace-induced lull and reach 
‚out to grab hold of childrens’ hands - no matter how scarred 
or how bloodied they may have become. 

Jenny Uechi 


Q: What do you think is yabai 
(dangerous/crazy) in Japan today? 


A: There are a lot of things that | feel 
are yabai in Japan right now, but the 
adults are definitely yabai. Especially 
now, there are a lot of adults kidnapping 
and Killing kids. No longer just in the city, 
but in the countryside too. In some kind 
of sad little village with nothing but rice 
fields, a kid would be killed and dumped 
somewhere out in the fields. And the 
person who killed that kid wouldn't be a 
random psycho, but the mother of that 
kid's friend. Isn't that scary? Obviously, 
our old “helping your neighbor” society 
is on the verge of collapse. | don't 

know when all the stress that adults 
Carry turns into the desire to kill, but 


1 sense that this society as a whole is 
completely distorted. 

But the children of these yabai adults 
are even more yabai, and you hear a lot 
about kids killing their parents. On the 
one hand, there are a lot of withdrawn 
kids who hurt themselves, and then 
others who try to hurt their family. Oh 
yeah, and supposedly, Japan's children 
sleep the least amount of hours in the 
world. Video games, computers - the 
world is overflowing with information. 
It’s a difficult environment for kids to 
‚grow up right. Right now, the number of 
МЕЕТ (Not in Education, Employment or 
Training) has ballooned up to 4.5 million. 

On the cultural side, otakus 
(obsessive animation fans) can only 
find romance in the virtual world, and 


they can't build relationships with real 
people. Here, | think there are way 

too many adults who can't break out 
of their childhood stage. І can't help 
but sigh when | see middle-aged men 
reading the same comic weeklies that 
they were reading as kids. It's not that 
comics are bad, but wouldn't you hate 
to see your own dad reading comics on 
his way to work? 

Well, maybe the root of this problem 
is our society, in which people need this 
kind of escape from reality in order to 
function ргорепу. 

In any case, there's something a bit 
crazy about Japan today. 

Natsuko Inai 
Translated by Jenny Uechi 





SUICIDE NATION 


First-time visitors to Lithuania's capital, Vilnius, are struck 

by the city's slick and modern exterior. The omnipresence 

of cell phones, brand-name clothes and nightclubs give the 
impression of a smooth transition from Soviet-era socialism 
to modern capitalism. Those who live there know better: 
their nation is home to the highest suicide rates in the world, 
especially high among youth. 

Danius Puras, a leading child psychiatrist who helped to 
draft Lithuania's emergency Suicide Bill, feels that the rapid 
transition from socialism to capitalism has created a “socially 
toxic” environment that is driving youth to self-destruction 
throughout Central and Eastern Europe. “Something went 
wrong in all these countries with human relations, or social 
capital,” he explains. “People (human capital) are bright . . . 
but for a healthy society, you need some glue, which may 
be called social capital.” He emphasizes that most countries 
in Central and East Europe are “trapped in the negative 
consequences of the communist past and the new wild 
capitalism.” Despite high hopes, their transition to the market 
economy has brought on soaring rates of poverty, violence 
and suicide among those who have not been able to adapt. 

“Everyone was very similar here 10 years ago,” reflects 
a successful young TV executive interviewed on Britain's 
InsightTV. “Now, in the same city, one is a millionaire, another 
is a poor guy . . .and now, if you are unsuccessful and you are 
not on that train full of successful people which moves faster 
and faster .. . not good ideas come to mind.” Unfortunately, 
the very institutions that exist to help such people - schools, 


churches, and hospitals - are themselves in rapid transition 
and unable to help. Today, foreign drug companies are reaping 
the benefits from Lithuania's mental health care deficit. 

Puras concedes that inequality and capitalist greed may 
have a part in Lithuania's current plight. He feels that the 
main problem, however, is due to struggle to bridge the gap 
between their past state-dependency and present self- 
determination, where there are no safety nets for the weak. 
Rather than investing in big business, he urges politicians to 
start investing in the nation’s social capital, in “strengthening 
resilience of individuals, families and communities” to absorb 
the shocks of the rapid changes that have come over 
the country. 

Some people will remember a time during which Lithuania's 
suicide rates were among the lowest in Europe. That Was 
fifteen years ago, during the nation’s fight for independence 
from the Soviet Union. At that time, movement leader Vytautas 
Landsbergis asked a massive crowd of civilians if his people 
were willing to endure hardship in order to obtain freedom. 
The resounding answer at the time was “Yes!” Now, fifteen 
years after its independence, Lithuanians are struggling to 
endure the hardships caused by their newfound freedom. 

“Our youth has a historic chance to break the vicious cycle 
of the culture of dependency [and] helplessness,” Puras insists. 
The difficult task for many youth today is to simply stay alive 
long enough to break that cycle. 

Jenny Uechi 





Hey, Adbusters, I just thought ГА send this Nike flesh shoe 
to see if you want to include it in your next issue. 

The Nike Flesh Shoe deals with issues surrounding sweat- 
shops and content ownership. Thus, it’s stitched together from 
human flesh, but also deals with content ownership (the flesh 
is different colors, with a white Nike logo overtop). It twitches 


and moves (animatronic). 


ADAM BRANDEJS 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 





I kinda-somewhat-hardly enjoyed 
Maria Hampton's piece “How 
Nike Conquered Skateboard 
Culture” [Adbusters #65]. 

I would suggest that next time 
you consider using a writer that's 
either an actual skateboarder or 
maybe someone that's fucking one 


- they would surely have a better 
idea of what's going on within 
the culture and/or industry. As 

I read (and re-read), I failed to 
see at what point Nike actually 
conquered our culture. Or better 
yet, at what point skateboarding 
lost its soul. Maybe it was when 


skateboarding’s “core” shoe and 
clothing lines opened up their 
assholes and sales distribution 

to large corporate-owned chains 
such as Zumiez and Расбип. 

As a skateboard shop owner 

that carries the Nike SB line in a 
city with two much larger retail 
competitors, I can tell you that 
not only has our exclusive area 
dealer rights with the brand saved 
our ass month after month, 

but that not all skateboarders like 
or are beating down our doors 
for a set of swooshes. I believe 
that most participants would 

tell you that skateboarding's 

soul is found in the act of riding 
itself, and not which company is 


SBaNvdg имау 


selling the most crap on any given 
month. It’s foolish to think that 
any one brand would ever rule 
over (or in your words, conquer) 
skateboarding and its righteous 
followers. 
JACK G. BOYD 
Duluth, Minnesota, USA 


I have been skateboarding 

for more than 20 years now; 
Talso happen to work at Nike. 
While it is true that Nike SB has 
done some good things locally, 
I see two main reasons for 

their actions: 

1. Because some of the 
people working on Nike SB are 
skateboarders and really want 
to do the right thing. They care 
about protecting the culture, 
promoting skateboarding and 
supporting the community. 

This is great. 

2. Nike gives money to local 
skatepark funds because they 
have to. It’s hush money. Can you 
imagine what would happen if 
Nike didn’t contribute? It’s a $12- 
billion-a-year corporation. People 
would not stand for it. Relative 
to the size of Nike and even to 







the size of the Nike SB budget, 
their contributions have been 
minimal. I know that relative to 
the size of the skatepark fund that 
these contributions have been 
nothing less than life saving, and 
Тат glad to have them, but Nike 
could easily build parks all over 
the country for the price of one 
of their TV spots. It isn’t that 
important to them. The return on 
investment just isn’t there because 
skateboarders aren’t really the 
people supporting Nike SB. 

The Adbusters writer sees 
what I see. A commitment 
to sneakerhead culture, and 
not really to the act of rolling 
along a sidewalk on a board 
with four wheels. Just because 
sneaker culture has co-opted 
skateboarding (and vice versa) 
that doesn’t make it real or right. 

As the article points out, 80 
percent of the Nike SB sales 
have been to sneaker collectors. 
It is also obvious in the article 
that skateshop owners (who 
are typically skateboarders 
themselves) are opportunists, 
and will sell anything that they 
can to keep the lights on. That 


SUBSCRIBE TO ADBUSTERS 
& GET THIS 2007 GALENDAR FREE 


is the spirit of skateboarding! 
Opportunism. Access. Living 

the dream. Skate or die. Their 
ambivalence to the Nike brand is 
clearly stated. They would just as 
easily sell Pumas if they could sell 
enough to keep going. 

There are some good eggs 
working on Nike SB, and these 
people are trying to do their 
part to balance what is good 
for skateboarding and what is 
good for business. This may be 
an impossible task. Of all the 
people that work on Nike SB, 

I have only seen two actually 
skateboard. Many of the people 
in that group don’t skate at all. 
This doesn’t seem right to me 

in such a small division of such 

a big company. Why don’t they 
want more people with actual 
skateboarding experience in 

the group? I think it’s because 
supporting skateboarding isn’t the 
primary objective of the group. 
The objective of the group is 
making elitist, collectible shoes 
that people want to covet, and to 
do that you don’t need somebody 
who skateboards. 

Long before this article, I have 
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had the opinion that shops and 
the culture of places like Supreme 
and Bathing Ape only harm 
skateboarding. I still firmly believe 
this. Supreme and many other 
brands have built their fortunes 
on the back of skateboarders and 
skateboarding culture, without 
giving much back. Have you ever 
skated the Supreme Skatepark 
in мус? Me neither, because it 
doesn't exist and it won't. 

Skateboarding to me is about 
access. “I am not allowed to buy 
Nike SB shoes because am not 
cool enough” - this is exactly 
what Nike SB staff will tell you. 
The goal is to protect the shoes 
from people like me. People who 
skateboard. People with kids 
who ride skateboards. That, quite 
clearly, is not what skateboarding 
is all about, and flies in the face of 
its explosive growth over the past 
decade. If you want to support 
something that is exploding, you 
don't make your product hard 
to come by, right? You make 
it available. 

I watched a Nike SB executive 
have a meeting with a man in 
a suit two weeks ago, and the 
suited gentleman kept saying 
“action sports” again and again. 
I was uncomfortable. They were 
discussing how to tap into the 
market. How to tap into it to get 
the money out of it. The objective 
was clearly stated, and it has 
nothing to do with supporting or 
protecting a culture of any kind. 
But no companies exist to do that. 
Companies exist to make money. 
Typically, to make as much money 
as possible. 

Skateboarding still has a lot 
of growing up to do. It isn't as 
mature as surfing yet, but surfing 
provides us with the clearest 
map of our future. We are still 


in the infancy of the industry. 
Elitism will give way to access. 
Longboarders and shortboarders 
share the same breaks, but only 
after dues are paid, and the same 
will be true in skateboarding. 
Nothing is free, and those who try 
to take the culture without paying 
for it will be taxed heavily in the 
end. It will simply cease to be cool 
at some point. 
I wear Nike skate shoes because 
I work here and because I get 
them for cheap or free. I do have 
a sense of pride about working 
here, but that is not why I wear 
the shoes primarily. They don’t 
noticeably perform any better 
or worse than other skate shoes 
on the market. I will get fired if 
I wear non-Nike shoes to work, 
and I am pretty sure that the 
same is true at Etnies, Vans or 
any other footwear company. 
But, if I wouldn’t get fired, I 
would wear something else, 
which would be whatever else 
I can get for cheap or free. That 
is what skateboarding is about. 
Access. It’s not about $1000 
collectors editions of shoes 
designed for other sports. That, 
unfortunately, is what Nike SB is 
really all about. 
RYAN COULTER 
Portland, Oregon, USA 


I work for a local coffee company 
that prides itself on being 
everything that Starbucks is not. 
Matter of fact, Starbucks is the 
butt of our jokes almost every 
day, and we tend to scoff at 
customers who would even go 
inside one of their cafes. 

We take pride in the fact that 

we are privately owned and non- 
corporate. And we are 

happy that so many people 
support us — a local company 
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- instead of some big huge 
corporation from the US. However, 
we're a bunch of hypocrites! We 
have no recycling program to 
speak of! We go through almost 
60 four-liter milk jugs a day and 
all we do is flatten them down and 
throw them in the garbage. All 

of the coffee grounds we use get 
thrown in the dumpster too. The 
only thing we recycle is cardboard 
boxes! Everything else gets thrown 
in the dumpster and goes straight 
to the landfill. 

So, for future reference: if you 
are going to pride yourself on 
supporting a local company, make 
sure they have a decent recycling 
program in use so that you don’t 
make an ass of yourself. 

ROBERT 
Vancouver, BC, Canada 


This summer I have been working 
for my town and have found 
myself often at the landfill. Our 
local Canadian Tire constantly 
brings truckloads of customer 
returns such as tools and electronic 
devices, which are often times 
salvagable, to be buried along with 
the enormous amounts of waste 
brought there daily. It’s one of the 
saddest places I’ve ever been. 
KELLY GREVERS 
via email 


OUR NEXT ISSUE HITS 
THE NEWSTANDS: 
CANADA - SEPT 11 

US - SEPT 12 

UK - OCTOBER 2 

EUROPE - OCTOBER 3 
AUSTRALIA - OCTOBER 4 
NEW ZEALAND - OCTOBER 5 


CREATIVE NON-FICTION 


In today’s world, every time a 
group of people gather to voice 
their opposition to the powers 
that be, there are video cameras. 
Nobody really knows why the 
police are recording peaceful 
demonstrators or what they 
are doing with the evidence. 
I think we can all connect the dots 
as to what they are doing with this 
information. Let’s figure out what 
camcorder police officers are 
using and create a TV-B-Gone- 
type of remote for them. They 
will never be able to effectively 
control our minds, but with a little 
work we can probably control 
their cameras. 
ROB м. 
Birmingham, Alabama, USA 


In the spirit of Buy Nothing Day, 
let’s organize a day dedicated 
to pointing out the fraudulent 
practices of the major banks. Let’s 
organize an international “Bank 
Run Day.” The theme of the day 
would be simple: as many people 
as possible go into the bank on one 
particular day and withdraw all 
о the money from their accounts. 
It would take only a few hundred 
people at one particular branch to 
clean them out. 
TREVOR GROVER 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
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LIVE WITHOUT DEAD TIME 
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То increase our on-the- 
ground coverage of global 
issues, Adbusters is actively 
recruiting additional 
freelance correspondents 
from key locations across 
‚Africa, Asia, Europe, and 
South America. If you're ап 
experienced wordsmith with 
а thirst for unreported global 
stories, we want to hear 
from you. 


Send resumés, cover 
letters and samples 

of your work to 
<editor@adbusters.org>. 


LETTERS 
EMAIL: editor@adbusters.org, 
FAX: 604.737.6021 
мли: 1243 West 7th Avenue 
Vancouver BC, Canada vén 187 


JONATHAN BARNBROOK 
GUEST ART DIRECTOR 














TINKER TINKER TINKEI 





We've been tinkering with a perfect machine: damming up rivers, wiping out 
wildlands, sucking vast amounts of oil and water from the ground, dumping 
billions of tons of carbon into the thin layer of air that protects our home from 
the sun . . . tinker, tinker, tinker with a system that has taken billions of years 
of evolution to reach its near-perfect state of equilibrium 

Now, all of a sudden, the engine is starting to splutter. The smooth flows of 
air and sea currents are interrupted. The temperature is shooting up, melting 
icecaps and forcing sea levels to rise. We may be able to keep going like this 
for another generation or two, but the big crash is definitely upon us and 
we're running out of options on how to stop it. All of us ~ all six billion -- 
are starting to wail and howl like players caught up in a Greek tragedy. 

Kono Matsu 


WHAT IS YOUR TOP CONCERN? 





War in Iraq 27% 
Economy & Jobs 13 
Immigration 

Terrorism 

Health care 

President Bush 
Gas/heating oil crisis 
Poverty & homlessness 
Education 


Moral & family values 





Environment 


ою мю OB RROD ODN 


Budget deficit/national debt 





SOURCE: THE NEW YORK TIMES, APRIL 23, 2006, 





ALEXIS ROCKAM 





























Bow down and worship all those 
sacred shrines of our “advanced” 
civilization. Our golden gods under 
golden arches rubbing elbows with 
our living legends on silver screens. 
Bow down and worship the strip 

mall overtaking the trees. Bow down 
and worship our prayer altar of 
disposables, Let us pile them higher 
and higher so that we might just 
reach the heavens - with all that we 
have bought and discarded, all that 
we have wasted, all that we have 
destroyed. All our treasures we kneel 
before each day that fill our landfills 
and empty our souls, 

Erica Rische 
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HORN миме 





What awaits you here, in nature's secret enclave, where this primordial forest and its gentle 
denizens envelop you - only you - in their improbably green radiance? 
What lurks here, in this mythical and extraordinary place, a place you thought lost forever, 
where the modest price of admission is a low, low monthly payment with 0% introductory APR? 
The devil, they say, reveals itself only in the most appealing of forms. 











HAPPINESS IN AMERICA, 1972 to 2004 









-Pretty Happy- 


Not too Happy 





1972 1976 1980 1984 1988 1992 1996 2000 2004 








SOURCE: CAPITALISM 3.0: A GUIDE TO RECLAIMING THE COMMONS BY PETER BARNES 


It isn't just a moral in a fairy tale anymore: research shows that money really 
doesn't make us happy. Over the years, salaries and consumption nearly tripled 
in the US, yet Americans aren't any happier than they were 30 years ago. 

The level of happiness among the richest tycoons in the Forbes 100 was shown 
to be no higher than that of Masai cowherders. 
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MACHINE 


BLONDER HAIR, FASTER CARS, NEWER AND COOLER 
video games. Why is it that the same things that 
tantalize a consumer in San Francisco, California are 
also what those in Sao Paolo or Singapore aspire to? 
The answer is in advertising: instead of catering to 
the cultures that it targets, advertisers are shaping 
the minds of global consumers to think like a North 
American consumer. 

For years, people had voiced concerns that 
globalization would lead to the homogenization of 
culture by a handful of powerful corporations. 
They foresaw the current situation that up to 70 
percent of the world trade would be controlled by 
a few hundred large companies, the majority of 
which were in North America and Europe. lt was 
a far more complex question than simply allowing 
consumers from India and South America to buy 
into Nike sneakers and Starbucks coffee. In order 
to sell these products, big corporations would have 
to seduce millions of people around the world to 
identify with a brand, an image and aesthetic that 
was the same as the nation of that corporation's 
origin. Advertisers would make housewives in 
Argentina buy into the same beauty standards as 
those in North America, boys from Chinese villages 
will come to identify with European sport stars in 
TV commercials. The language of advertising is 
universal, and it speaks to everyone who has been 
singled out as potential consumers. 

How do advertisers determine which countries 
and demographics to reach out to? For starters, 





advertising presupposes a certain standard of living 
whereby people have disposable income, as well as 
a political and economic framework that enables the 
production of consumer goods. When multinational 
companies entered the Third World in the post- 
war period, and again in the 19908 in developing 
countries and others like China and India, they 
knew they were entering a situation of deprivation 
accompanied by high levels of consumer aspirations. 
Advertising in “emerging economies” is often aimed 
at captivating future consumers before they have that 
disposable income, as the Japanese electronic firms 
did in China during the 19805, when they swapped 
free television programming for access to advertising 
to a billion-person market. Outdoor advertising is 
another media where advertising works to build 
future consumers in the world's developing nations. 
Most people around the world had already become 
exposed to American movies and television, and had 
started to believe in the American Dream as part 
of a complex entertainment package long before 
any consumer goods were available to them. The 
American myths of affluence, strength, freedom, 
individualism and opportunity have been some of 
the most seductive ideas of the twentieth century, 
and these ideas were transposed onto all-American 
products such as Coca-Cola, McDonald's and 
Levi's Jeans. 

The messages entrenched in ads enter many facets 
of social life, and corporations spend an enormous 
amount of money each year on ‘reinventing’ or 








rediscovering culture and history for the sake of 
marketing. Promotion of the “American Dream” has 
been one of the single most successful achievements 
of the American media industries of the twentieth 
century, and many American companies use cultural 
references as part of their marketing, especially fast 
food and soft drinks: products that were available 
to роогег populations who wanted to come closer to 
the wealth and power of American consumers. 

Some of the strongest criticisms of advertising 
are of the effects that it has on local culture. 
Advertisements work to create desire where there 
was none before; in India, where people had 
previously cleaned their teeth with wood-bark, the 
toothpaste battle was won by Hindustan Lever, the 
largest advertiser in India for over two decades. 
Coca-Cola and Pepsi are battling it out in many 
countries. Pepsi made significant strides in India 
when Coca-Cola moved out in the 198os, but in 
China Coca-Cola has spent $1.1 billion a year for 
20 years, and has set up bottling plants, distribution 
networks and training establishments and even used 
strategies like personal sales networks. It took ten 
years for them to make a profit, but the revenues that 
it has gained has more than made up for their losses. 
To satisfy the consumer aspirations of young Chinese 
who were looking for more than a carbonated drink 
to assert their new identity, Coca-Cola developed 
a new ad campaign called “Vibrant Connections,” 
which gave away 7,000 free computers to 
technology-conscious youth. 

Of course, the overall objective of advertising 
is to sell products, and it had traditionally done 
this by aligning them with key values in society. 


Some companies, however, have recently been very 
overt in the way that they use products to change 
the cultural values of consumers. For instance, 

the promoters of Becks Beer in China aimed at 
promoting individualism and urged consumers to 
“express themselves” through buying a beer that 
cost three times the price of local beer In a nation 
that traditionally emphasized social harmony and 
conformity, this campaign was daring and seductive, 
a rebellion against tradition. One glance past the 
commercial jingoism, and it would be realize that 
this was in fact conformity with American consumer 
culture, but the idea was strong enough to hold over 
a generation of young Chinese. According to a report 
by UNESCO, these kinds of corporate campaigns in 
developing countries were characterized by a one- 
way flow of information from North to South, 

West to East. 

As advertising is aimed at selling goods and 
services that have monetary value, it promotes 
attitudes and lifestyles that emphasize acquisition 
and consumption rather than other values. 

The concentration of the advertising industry 
internationally means that foreign values are 
exported into other cultures. Certain material 
possessions are promoted as the norm, so that people 
without these possessions are made to feel deprived. 


Lynne Ciochetto is an Associate Professor in the 
College of Creative Arts at Massey University, 
Wellington, New Zealand. This piece is adapted 
from her presentation, “Advertising and the 
Globalization of Aspiration.” 


HOLDING UP A BOTTLE OF JACK DANIELS, A 
CHINESE MODEL REPRESENTS THE IMAGE OF 
WESTERNIZATION AND INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM 








A SOMBER VOICE RECITES DETAILS FROM A WALL 
projection to the group gathered around an 
oblong, uncluttered table. Research suggests a clear 


correlation between a product developed by this 
rooms collective wisdom and a spike in consumer 


accidents. The injuries, casualties and corresponding 
ollars have been counted, but there is no visceral 
vidence for presentation. After all, there are other 

items on the agenda, and no room for distractions. 
As facts are analyzed and classified, a 
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nefarious presence enters the boardroom, like mid- 
day gloaming. 

The executive cabal is silent, busy furrowing 
brows at the disturbing data, fidgeting as they each 
ry not to consider their stature, their stocks, least 
of all their crumpled ethics. As they become aware 

lof the presence, they regroup and face the task 
fat hand: serving the economic interests of their 
corporate citizen. 

The citizen begins to occupy their voices, their 
intuition and motives. Faced with a choice between 
shedding blood and keeping the company’s balanc 

heet out of the red, the board chooses to fulfill its 
binding purpose: take the nearest path to a solid 
bottom line. 

If it sounds like a horror story, that’s because it is. 
Corporations are the only legal subjects whose natur 
propels them to seek personal 

ains rapaciously, with little 


Sympathy for moral complexity Here’s a horror story for you: 
In the time since the Pinto, it’s 
become easier for corporations to 


and whose unchecked power 
fand influence mean the most 
successful ones can often do 
Бо with something resembling 
impunity. When caught 
wreaking havoc, the bad ones have paid for their evil 
deeds (in many cases, on their terms), but there are 
few signs of a consensus among corporate citizens to 
stop the bleeding. 

Big Pharma is a primary offender. Johnson & 
Johnson's heartburn drug Propulsid was linked to 
more than 80 deaths in 2000. Bayer's cholesterol 
drug Baycol killed over 100 in 2001. Merck's 
arthritis drug Vioxx was yanked off the market in 
12004 after trials found it quadrupled the risk of heart 
attacks - though not before causing around 100,000 
of them, а third of which were fatal. 

Hostile financial gains don't always kill. Earlier 
this year, Rochester, NY-based Bausch & Lomb 
skirted a statistical link between its ReNu contact 
lens solution and Fusarium eye fungus for at least 
three months before pulling the product from 
shelves. By then, more than 150 people in Singapore, 
Malaysia, Hong Kong and the US had developed 
infections - excruciating pain, discharge and severely 
impaired vision, necessitating cornea transplants in 

he nastiest cases. 

In June, a Health Canada spot check of soft drinks 
land compact beverages found high levels of benzene 
(а carcinogen synthesized by petroleum compounds) 


get away 


lin one fifth of 180 products plucked from an Ottawa 
lgrocery store shelf. Kraft’s Kool-Aid Jammers то 
ropical punch led the pre-packaged pack at over 

5 times the acceptable consumption standard. 

Western multinationals’ ubiquity in sequestered 
markets means the terror of some corporate 
collateral damage can take time to pervade. Eight 
years after evidence of defectiveness had begun to 
emerge in other countries, a tread separation fault 
in factory-installed Firestone tires on Ford Explorers 
led to more than 200 deaths and 700-plus injuries 
from crashes in the US - and а long-overdue recall 
of 6.5 million units. Tires were eventually recalled 
in 18 countries, but not before amassing another 50 
casualties in South America and the Middle East. 

This sort of cruelty is hardly unprecedented. Thirty 
years ago, Mother Jones exposed the Ford board's 
cost-benefit analysis in favor 
of saving $11 per Pinto by not 
repairing its major defect: the 
gas tanks potential explosion 
upon rear impact. They arrived 
at this calculation by estimatin 
180 annual deaths caused 
by the problem, earmarking 
$200,000 per body; in fact, only 28 people burned 
о death in their Pintos, and Ford shelled out 
$137 million in legal damages. Most harrowing, 
however, was the realization that came with the bad 
publicity: the cost-benefit test was standard operating 
procedure in corporate boardrooms faced with a 

juagmire — virtually any company was instinctively 
capable of such reckless disregard. 

The equation is simple: if the potential fallout is 
less expensive than interrupting production, profit 
being made against pain equals the cost of doing 
business. But it’s only the malignant corporate 
citizens that are gifted enough to live with the 

hocking answer. During the ‘80s and ‘90s, Reagan 
and Thatcher ushered in an accountability counter- 
revolution with massive privatization strategies 
(ushered ad nauseum under Dubya), after which 
America’s influence has been profoundly anti- 
regulatory,” according to Canadian criminologist 
Laureen Snider. 

Here’s a horror story for you: In the time since the 

into, it’s become easier for corporations to get away 
with murder. 

Eric Rumbli 

















MILES ALDRIDGE 


С, NATURE FURNISHED GERMANY with 
sight not seen for over 170 years: a bear, a wild brown 
bear, roaming freely in the southern state of Bavaria. 
art of a program to reintroduce a wild population to 
he northern Italian Alps, the bear - nicknamed Bruno, 
but officially designated JJT - wandered over the border 
lin May. Initially welcoming, the Bavarian authorities 
romptly soured on their guest once raided beehives and 
he shredded corpses of sheep were discovered dotting 
he countryside. 
“A man-bear encounter could occur at any time,” 
xplained State Environment Minister Werner 
ISchnappauf to BBC reporters, “It cannot be allowed to 
roam freely.” And so, on June 26th, after a few weeks of 
failed attempts to tranquilize and capture Bruno, a group 
of three Bavarian hunters, on the urging of Minister 
chnappauf, tracked the bear down and shot him dead. 


(Competing іп a London, Canada curling tournament in 
March, Team Nova Scotia player Mary-Anne Arsenault 
was stricken with a mysterious affliction. First, she grew 
nauseous. Then her legs felt wobbly. As she left the ice to 
get her bearings, her chest tightened up and her breathing 
became laboured. Soon, she was being whisked off to 

a local university hospital - the apparent victim of a 


гатагіс allergic reaction to another player’s perfume. 
“And I love perfume,” she later told a reporter with 
he London Free Press, “I always buy some every time 
Гео through the duty-free. But it’s just that one - I think 
it’s [Dior's] Poison - that has one ingredient, whatever it 
is, that gets in my airways and makes them close over.” 
rsenault recovered quickly from her symptoms 
nd was able to return to play later that evening, 
ompanied by a request from tournament officials 
for all players to forego perfume on the ice. Though 
¡Arsenault's scare was more public than most, such 
rales have become familiar in the developed world, 
where workplaces and municipalities are increasing] 
called on to address complaints that scented products 
are responsible for a whole host of ailments, including 
headaches, nausea, respiratory distress, and even 
ebilitating immune dysfunction and neurological 
damage. 

The rapid change in public attitudes is occurring 
alongside a well-documented rise (in some affluent 
nations, as much as four-fold) in hypersensitivity-related 
health problems such as asthma and serious allergic 
reactions. At the same time, health professionals and 
ecologists have been sounding alarms over a handful of 

veryday substances (including perflourooctanoic acid 





(РЕОА|, used in producing non-stick coatings, and 
polybrominated diphenyl ethers [PpBEs], а fire- 
retardant used in mattresses and carpets) whose 
orrisome tendency to accumulate in living things 
have drawn easy comparison to chemical villains of 
esteryear such as DDT and PCBs. It is not without 
reason, then, that we're entering into a sort of 
ollective chemophobia, and fragranced products, 
lwhose presence is readily detectable yet whose 
contents are enigmatic, offer a conspicuous target 


Confronted with row upon row of celebrity 
таргапсев by the likes of Britney Spears and Antonio 


ог Tony have ever actually been seen hunched over 

ials of aroma chemicals, sweating furiously over 

he formulas for their signature scents. The obvious 
fexplanation i is that they work with perfumers — 

И. | “noses,” as they're called - who do the hunching and 
the sweating for them. Less apparent is where these 
noses themselves perform their shadowy alchemy. 

Here are six inscrutable names that most people 
have never heard, not even in whispers: Firmenich, 
Symrise, Givaudan, Quest, Takasago. And here's a 
sixth that should give away the game: International 
Flavors and Fragrances. These six companies are 

he ghost writers of the olfactory universe. Together, 
hey provide the ingredients and the recipes for 

over half of what you smell, from the unglamorous 
functional perfumery of hairspray, toilet bowl cleaner] 
land underarm deodorant, all the way up to the 
prestigious realms of fine perfumes and colognes. 
And since there is a lot of truth to that hoary old 
dictum that what you taste is largely a product of 
what you smell, most of them are in the business 

f adding flavor to what you eat as well. 

Noses aside, the aroma companies also house 

Biche brains of the industry - chemists on an endless 
quest, electronically sniffing a petal here, a hunk 

of wood there, trying to detect what hitherto 
unknown olfactory experiences the planet still keeps 
in reserve. Like the R&D arms of pharmaceutical 
ompanies they also rely heavily on combinatorial 
'hemistry, running through a virtually endless array 
lof molecular permutations searching for something 
anything - that might embody the charmed 
-ombination of novelty, ease-of-manufacture and 
afety that they need to make a go of it. Realistically, 
ith a multi-million dollar research budget and a 


+ 
` x 


HYDRATE, B-ELEMENE, A-GUAIENE, 


year’s worth of efforts, each aroma company can 
thope for one, maybe two molecules to actually ever 
reach the shelves. 

Й In order to appreciate why this is worth all of the 
fuss, you need to know that there are essentially 
three classes of fragrance materials. The first class 
is the naturals. These are extremely complex 
mixtures of hundreds of compounds, extracted 

гот flowers, seeds, roots and the like using steam, 
lorganic solvents, or even carbon dioxide under 
‚extreme pressure. Compare this to nature-identical 
materials, which are chemically synthesized (often 

о. petroleum feedstock or agricultural and forestry 

astes) but are otherwise structurally identical to 

olecules found in nature. (Vanillin, menthol, and 
llimonene are all common nature-identicals whose 
[names still bear the trace of their origins). The final 
class — the out-and-out synthetics - are born only in 
he lab. 

From a perfumer’s standpoint, each of these 
lasses serves its own vital purpose: naturals are 
nparalleled in their complexity; nature-identical 

aterials allow us to fine-tune; synthetics offer 
hole new experiences. Where the synthetics really 
et the love, however, is from the bean counters and 
he corporate brass. For one thing, they are usually 

cheaper. And, as aroma industry consultant Tony 
rfield points out, “natural aromatic materials are 
prone to unavailability and price volatility due to 
Nelimatic and political factors, which does not suit 
ithe big Corporate Aroma Company accountants and 

Bforecasters, who prefer the relative stability of the 
synthetics sector.” 

Crucially, patent laws pertaining to novel 

synthetics are generally more clear-cut than with 
natural and nature-identical materials. Since the 


romachemical manufacturer can match is clear, it’s 
inevitable that the future of perfumery - at least from) 
he perspective of the folks who supply the materials 

is in “captive” molecules, which by definition must 
Бе synthetic. And this is where fine and functional 
Iperfumery alike face their greatest image problem. 


egrettably, for every natural perfumer or self-styled 
faromatherapist out there who resists the temptation, 
here seems to be at least one other that is more 
han willing to exploit our anxieties to sell their 
ares. Californian perfumery Rich Hippie offers 
“wildcrafted, organic perfumes” for the wealthy love 
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hild; a 6oml bottle of their Kalachakra зсеп will 
set you back $1325. They’ll also give you all of the 
factual inaccuracies and vague health threats you 
an stomach, absolutely free. 
A favorite of mine from their online shop: “Prior 
о World War II, all fine perfume was 100% 
natural and chemical free. . . . after the war, the 
hemical industry, which had experienced rapid 
growth in response to the war effort, needed new 
arkets to keep factories running and began 
anufacturing ‘fragrance’ or synthetic perfume.” 
his is unadulterated, shameless hogwash, calculated 
o conjure up images of Zyklon В in an atomiser. In 
fact, synthetic aromachemicals first.came into use in 
he nineteenth century, and the most famous pre-war 
erfume of all - 1921’s Chanel No.5 - has always 
been loaded to the balls with synthetic aldehydes. 
By hawking their luxury goods under an ominous 
loud of cancer, Rich Hippie is engaging in the worst 
form of marketing, the kind that combines fear with 
mystification. Independent or not, companies that 
rely on emotional blackmail and junk science do 
he industry, and the public in general, a massive 
disservice, They are also working to put themselves 
out of business, since municipalities and workplaces 
contemplating total fragrance bans don’t make 
pecial provisions for natural perfumes - rather, the 
laxiom is “if it smells, it’s a pollutant.” The more we 
[contribute to a general distrust of scented products, 
he sooner this axiom will be brought into full effect. 
omewhere along the line, nature resolved to make 
panoply of odd things that are decidedly not 
for internal use, things like snake venom, arsenic, 
ercury, box jellyfish, botulism toxin, petroleum, 
fire, and so on. As fascinating as this is, far more 
interesting is what nature secreted away inside 
Il of the things that we don’t think twice about 
wallowing or breathing in. Mostly, we can go on 
ith our lives without really suffering from the 
nowledge that, for example, а cup of raw apple 
eeds, chewed and swallowed, can release enough 
y drogen cyanide gas into your system to stop you in 
our tracks. This ignorance just won't do once we've 
ut nature to work for us on an industrial scale. 
Look up. Look down. The chemical names 
spanning these pages represent only a fraction of 
he 350 or so constituents thus far identified in rose 
sential oil. In high enough concentrations, many 
lof these chemicals are potent allergens. Others are 
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demonstrably toxic. Some can be irritating to the 
skin, lungs and eyes. Some are psychoactive. Look 
р. Look down. Nature’s chemistry set is all around 
‘ou. The bacteria and the flowers and the animals are} 
he manufacturing facilities, pumping out chemicals 
lin enormous quantities, out into the air you breathe 
land the food you eat. 
Yet this isn’t, strictly speaking, about nature at 
fall. Open almost any aromatherapy manual, and 
you will find it rife with caveats regarding essential 
oils that can induce abortions and seizures, that can 
ause cancer. Look in the materials database of the 
International Fragrance Association - the industry’s 
oluntary regulatory body - and you will find dozens 
of strict recommendations for limiting concentrations| 
of natural and nature-identical materials, all to 
reduce the risk of adverse reactions (not to mention 
itigation). What we are talking about, to be perfectly 
clear, is not nature, but manufacturing. 
One independent perfumer - Andy Tauer, of the 
small, Zurich-based company Tauer Perfumes - told 
е why he doesn’t put too much stock in platitudes 
about natural materials: “Looking at the extraction 
rocesses involving boiling water or organic solvents, 
in a factory-like environment, I have to admit that 
he term ‘natural’ looses part of its attractivene: 
hese ‘natural’ extracts are man-made: what is left 
of our beloved lavender flowers after distillation 
ind extraction of their oil is a pile of brownish 
junk, cooked to oblivion, by brutal men, but still 
alled natural.” 
So this question is not really about roses. Its about 
hat can happen when humans gather 32,000 roses 
fand submit them to all manner of tortures for a few 
dozen milliliters of liquid. And the answer to the 
question is this: as far as chemical soups go, nature is 
по slouch. Especially once we get our noses in there 
о help her along. 
hat was that lurking allergen, that lone ingredient 
hat yanked Mary-Anne Arsenault away from her 
urling and into Emergency? The truth is, it doesn’t 
КеаПу matter. Despite the accused perfume’s name, 
Poison, it isn’t likely to contain any exotic chemical 
hat is not also in hundreds upon hundreds of other 
onsumer products. Which means, despite confident 
eadlines like “Scent allergy KOs curler,” that 
Arsenault’s reaction to just that one scent is probably 
рог allergic in nature. 
In their efforts to explain sensitivity reactions, 
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researchers come up against one major dead end. а Philadelphia-based research institute dedicated 
[They know that certain fragrance ingredients can, lin part to the study of chemosensory irritation. 
ас high concentrations, trigger allergic responses or hen asked about current insights into some of 
otherwise cause irritation that superficially resemble ithe most common adverse reactions to scented 
allergies. Yet they also know that the doses involved | products (including headaches, weakness, respiratory 
in casual exposures - in other words, the amount [difficulties and allergy-like symptoms), she notes that 
needed for you to smell them on another person Щі аз yet, no mechanism that adequately describes the 
— is vanishingly minute, usually far below suspected fragrance sensitivity reaction has been put forth, in 
safety thresholds. my opinion. But, even if one exists, there is still a 
So we are in the midst of an explanatory gap. strong potential for a stress response to enhance the 

Between the toxicologists, the media commentators, perception of all those symptoms . . . particularly if 
the asthma advocacy groups, the natural perfumers, the individual has a conscious knowledge that they 
and the dozens of helpful multiple chemical have been exposed to a substance which they believe 
sensitivity sufferers with internet connections, may cause problems for them.” 

there is no shortage of people who are willing to © Asthma exemplifies the notion of a complex 

rush in to fill the gap. Quite to the contrary, there ‚condition that is influenced by any number of 
Dis an embarrassment of riches out there in health factors, including psychological ones. Anti-fragrance | 
land safety information, pages and pages of riches, ‚campaigners will often point to the demonstrable 
leagerly volunteered but often of dubious quality and ability of fragrances to trigger asthma attacks; 

ven more dubious utility. There are the shocking however, the list of things that can trigger sensitive 
studies measuring indoor air pollutants like volatile asthmatics is hardly exclusive, and includes such 
lorganic compounds (vocs), defined as any carbon- ‚otherwise harmless stuff as cold air, hot air, dry air, 
based molecule that can enter the air (which, exercise, sex, excitement and fright. To this, Dalton 
incidentally, includes virtually every molecule that adds that “there is clear evidence (experimental) that 
humans are capable of smelling). Then there are the some proportion of asthmatics will show decreases 
lists. Shit-your-pants, terrifying lists of the scores in pulmonary function when they are told they 
[of unpronounceable chemicals - b-Phenylethyl are being exposed to a bronchoconstrictor (and it 

Ісорої! a-Terpineol! Benzaldehydehyde 4-hydroxy- is only nebulized saline). So, cognitive factors can 
|3-methoxy! - all waiting to pounce and savage your always play a role in the symptom response and 
immune system and choke the life right out of you. interpretation of visceral sensations.” 
You take a deep breath. You look a little closer, In the case of headaches, Dalton points out that 
land you notice the lack of data on dosage or there is sufficient evidence to suggest that symptoms 
‘oncentration. You do some more digging. You [may arise as a direct result of stress responses to 
realize that half, two-thirds of these chemicals are strong olfactory stimuli, in much the same way that a 
released into the atmosphere in massive quantities by loud noise or bright lights can elicit a headache. That 
flowers and fruit and pine trees. Then you wonder lour bodies are readily capable of having powerful 
hat you are supposed to do with these lists. iphysiological reactions to mere sensations shouldn’t 
Chemical sensitivity is confusing terrain to really come as much of a surprise to anyone who 
navigate, made no less confusing by the number of has ever gagged forcefully after walking into an 
jerks who seem content to divorce environmental uthouse. This isn’t proof that chemical sensitivities 
апа public health issues from science, and yoke re “all in your head” - but it is an excellent 
them instead го quasi-religious proclamations (e.g. rgument for keeping your head level. 
inature = good, synthetic = bad). Still, the level 
lof confusion is itself suggestive: it hints that we 
аге not dealing with one disease, one cause, one 
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lere’s where I hazard taking an unpopular stance: 
in lieu of tirelessly campaigning for the world to 
solution, but rather with a densely packed knot of range itself for their comfort and safety, people 
technological, environmental, medical, social and, ith hypersensitivities should resolve themselves 
fyes, psychological factors. Ёо suffering the inconvenience of their respective 

Pamela Dalton is a researcher and cognitive conditions. I’m allowed to argue this free from the 

Й psychologist at the Monell Chemical Senses Center, danger of being branded an asshole because, very 
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simply, I am one of them. Those aforementioned same people who are making the chemicals. We can 
asthmatics that are triggered by damn near „improve product labelling for the minor threats, and 
everything? That's me - your classic, allergy-prone, "we can ban the worst offenders outright. And we 
lover-reactive, atopic constitution, complete with Бош, unquestionably, do all of these things. 
wheezing, sinus problems, hives, generous amounts But we can also take our vigilance much further. 
lof phlegm, middle-ear blockages and eczema (though е can test, test again, retest, retest again. We can 
пос usually all at once, thankfully). ake the precautionary principle to its most stringent 

For a time during my teens, my hands would swell onclusion, forbidding every chemical that poses 
Sup and itch maddeningly whenever they got chilly, ny measurable risk, every chemical that offers a 
jan allergic condition called cold urticaria. Forced to 'heoretical risk, and every chemical that has not 
таке the choice between unswollen hands and a nice Iready been tested and tested again. 
big slurpee, I usually picked the slurpee. But I learned Once we have done all of this, we will discover 
еагіу on that comfort and safety are dynamic states, wo things. One, that there will be no more natural 
determined somewhere in the confluence of personal ingredients at our disposal, because, in addition to 
choice and circumstances that we cannot control. ‘he perfumers, and the accountants and the corporate] 
These days, I avoid my triggers whenever practical, га, the other group that loves pure synthetics 
[рор my over-the-counter anti-histamine and my re the toxicologists. This is not about bias. Even 
rather costly Merck-patented asthma pills, and if the absence of industry pressure, they are duty 
dabble in dietary supplements and herbal remedies, bound to scrutinize every molecule, regardless of 
ай the while keeping my fingers crossed that none its provenance, with the same jaundiced eye. That 
lof them are killing my liver in the process. In return ye will have expectations that precious few natural Ё 
for my co-workers’ cooperation in not throwing dust materials - with their variability and their complexity Ne 
ог cat hair in my face, I similarly resist the urge to could ever hope to live up to. 
'operate strobe lights or bang on pots at my desk. Which brings us to the second thing that we will 
¡When the day comes that a loved one or stranger is іѕсоуег once our hunt is complete. 
party го one of my tragic attacks, ГІЇ also resist the . 
jurge to harangue them too badly for it. [Bruno is dead. He never had a chance to kill 

The fact is, we make these sorts of decisions every anybody, but he sure as hell could have. 
‚day. If you want to enjoy the company of others, ven in death, Bruno serves a valuable purpose. 
¡without frivolously pushing the limits of their Не reminds us that science will never be able to 
tolerance, don't lacquer yourself in cologne when solve the problem of nature’s indifference to our 
riding the bus. Cover your face when you sneeze. well-being, whether that indifference comes to us in 
[Don’t take your dog with you to the doctor's office. the form of a surly Bavarian bear or a flower laced 

hisper in the library. Give people allowances to live ABE with carcinogens. Sure, science can rescue us from 
their own lives. Don’t spit on the sidewalk. a certain set of ambiguities - if this substance, in 

And if your needs are so great that no reasonable this concentration, used in this way, by this sort of 
amount of restraint or precaution from the people person, can mangle DNA or make babies that have no 
around you proves sufficient, then you must limbs. What it can’t tell us is where to establish our 
withdraw from this world as best you can. It’s cruel threshold for tolerating these risks. 
land it’s unfair, but it’s your lot in life and humanity і Nature, and its chemical soups, ask of us а brutally 
must go on without you. straightforward compromise: to live as part of this 

Е world, we must be ground down as part of this 

iworld. If we accept, then we acknowledge that we 
аге vulnerable yet resilient creatures, built to be 
injured, then to heal, then to be injured again. If 
¡we refuse these difficult terms, then we may suffer 
slightly less, but we will have traversed the world 






































































We can test and retest. We can hunt down the | 
serious allergens, the acute toxins, the carcinogens, 
the compounds that accumulate in the soil and in 
the food chain and in our own bodies, mimicking 


our hormones and disrupting our immunity. We can 
find out what concentrations are probably safe, and like open wounds, dreaming of a place to convalesce. 
hat concentrations probably aren’t. We can make either nature, nor science, can shelter us from this 


ure that the people doing the testing are not the decision. Clayton Dach 
m я г у 

















ТО PSYCHE THEMSELVES UP FOR THE ВАТТИЕ OF FALLUJAH IN 
NOVEMBER 2004, THE US "THUNDERING THIRD” MARINE BATTALION 
DRESSED AS ROMAN WARRIORS TO PLAY OUT A MOCK BATTLE 
AGAINST THE "BARBARIANS." A COMPANY CAPTAIN SHOUTED A 

LINE FROM THE MOVIE GLADIATOR: "WHAT YOU DO HERE ECHOES IN 
ETERNITY,” THE AMERICAN FORCES’ FIRST MOVE WAS TO CAPTURE 
AND CLOSE THE LOCAL HOSPITAL. AN ITALIAN DOCUMENTARY 
ALLEGED THAT THEY ALSO EMPLOYED THE CHEMICAL WEAPON WHITE 
PHOSPHORUS AND INCENDIARY MK-77 BOMBS, WHICH ARE SIMILAR 
TO NAPALM. SAID THE ROMAN EMPIRE'S HISTORIAN TACITUS: 

"THE ROMANS CREATE A DESOLATION AND CALL IT PEACE.” MEMBERS 
OF THE THIRD BATTALION ARE CURRENTLY UNDER INVESTIGATION 

FOR THE MASSACRE OF 24 CIVILIANS IN HADITHA, 








THE TWENTIETH CENTURY WAS THE 
Century, as Time publisher Henry Luce famously 
asserted in 1941. The son of a Presbyterian 
missionary, Luce called on Americans to spread 
heir values throughout the world. As a student at 
ale, he belonged to the same elite fraternity that 
later welcomed George W. Bush, whose fraudulent 
election in 2000 dealt a grave blow to the democratic 
[process that was once the foundation of America's 
powerful moral vision. It was an ominous beginning 
о а new century in which the United States has 
emerged as the world’s sole superpower with a view 
of itself as a “benevolent hegemon” free to enforce 


its will while spurning the international agreements 
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land institutions it once helped create. 

All has not worked as planned. An over-reliance 
lon military force has seen American soft power, 
he cultural capital accumulated over the course 
lof a century, melt away faster than the snows of 
Kilimanjaro. Like Kilimanjaro’s increasingly barren 
crags, what remains is an abundance of hard power 

the US accounted for half of the record $1.12 
trillion in global military expenditures for 2005 

and a dawning awareness that bombs are no match 
for ideas 

Such news should not have come as such a surprise 
to the current administration, defined as it was by 
ideologues - in particular the architects of the Project 
for а New American Century (pNac), a Washington 
think tank dedicated to furthering global American 
dominance through military supremacy. Founded 
in 1997 by the same group of neoconservatives 
who seized the reigns of power in 2000, PNAC was 
“dedicated to a few fundamental propositions: that 
American leadership is good both for America and 
for the world; and that such leadership requires 
military strength, diplomatic energy and commitment 
to moral principle.” The latter two priorities were, 
unfortunately, sacrificed to a determination to 


pe a new century favorable to American 


principles and interests. 

The signatories of PNAC advocated an aggressive 
Inew foreign policy that can only be described as 
revolutionary. In 1998, they wrote a letter to Bill 
Clinton urging him to attack Iraq and overthrow 
Saddam Hussein. Though Clinton never heeded their 
words, it was not long until the neoconservatives 
themselves, as members and close advisors of the 
incoming Bush Administration, brought their 
revolution to the White House. Iraq would soon 
become a laboratory in which to put their ambitious 
ideas to the test. 

The test has failed more disastrously than even the 

ar’s most vocal critics predicted, with consequences 
that are only now becoming apparent. Not only has 
гад succumbed to a bloody civil war from which 
lit may never fully recover, but world opinion of the 
United States, according to a recent international 
poll by the Pew Research Center, has dropped 
precipitously. The US is now viewed by most of the 
world as the number one threat to global security. 

It would be tempting to dismiss external critics as 
merely resentful of US power or, as is often argued, 
“jealous of our freedoms,” were they not in such 


distinguished company. Foreign Policy magazine and 
he Center for American Progress recently compiled 
he views of more than a hundred leading American 
foreign policy experts - Democrats and Republicans 

in the first comprehensive survey of how the United 
States is faring in its global war on terror. The survey 
aimed to derive “definitive conclusions about the 
war's priorities, policies, and progress from the very 
people who have run America’s national security 
apparatus over the past half century.” 

These former holders of key government security 
portfolios, retired military commanders, intelligence 
professionals, academics and journalists are even less 
optimistic than the American public, which holds an 
increasingly bleak view of the administration’s record 
in making the nation safer. According to the report, 
КА bipartisan majority (84 percent) of the index’s 

xperts say the United States is not winning the war 
lon terror. Eighty-six percent of the index’s experts 
see a world today that is growing more dangerous 
for Americans. . . . Eighty-one percent . . . believe 
the detention of suspected terrorists at Guantánamo 
Bay, Cuba, negatively affects the war on terror.” In 
addition to criticizing the administration’s handling 
of relations with European allies and “rogue” and 
“failed” states, more than two thirds said that US 
policymakers must strengthen the United Nations 
land other multilateral institutions. 

“We are losing the war on terror because we are 
treating the symptoms and not the cause,” said 
participant Anne-Marie Slaughter, dean of Princeton 
University’s Woodrow Wilson School of Public and 
International Affairs. “[OJur insistence that Islamic 
fundamentalist ideology has replaced communist 
ideology as the chief enemy of our time . . . feeds 
al Qaeda’s vision of the world.” 

The most high-profile neoconservative to jump ship} 
is Francis Fukuyama - a signatory to the original 
РМАС document and another pnac letter dated the 
week after 9/11, which urged Bush to pursue regime 
change in Iraq “even if evidence does not link Iraq 
directly to the attack.” 

In his very public attempt to distance himself from 
the failures of neoconservative policies he helped 
shape, he writes: “The most basic misjudgment was 
lan overestimation of the threat facing the United 
States from radical Islamism.” While neocons like 
Richard Perle are trying to pin the blame for faulty 
intelligence on the cıa, Fukuyama writes that 
“the intelligence community never took nearly as 








lalarmist a view of the terrorist/wMD threat as the 
Wwar’s supporters did. Overestimation of this threat 
Iwas then used to justify the elevation of preventive 
war to the centerpiece of a new security strategy, 
las well as a whole series of measures that infringed 
оп civil liberties, from detention polic 


to domestic 
avesdropping. 

Не adds: “Now that the neoconservative 

oment appears to have passed, the United States 
needs to reconceptualize its foreign policy” to 
“demilitarize what we have been calling the 
lelobal war on terrorism and shift to other types 
ОЁ policy instruments.” 

Regimes under pressure often resort to drastic 
measures that further compromise the ideals for 
which they claim to be fighting. Journalists, the 
watchdogs of that vaunted value, democrac 
have fallen afoul of the current administration in 
ases where they have reported on the worrisome 
concentration of power within the presidential office 
land its willful disregard of the civil liberties on which 
America was founded. When the New York Times 
published an account of the government’s monitoring 
lof financial transactions – building on reports of its 
surveillance of tens of millions of Americans (the vast 
majority, of course, in no way linked to terrorism 

prominent journalists were reportedly also under 


surveillance) - a chorus of voices charged the paper 





AND BABIES T00? 


with treason. A conservative pundit — one of the far- 
ight radicals flourishing on TV and radio talk shows 
went so far as to suggest that the paper’s editor 

Бе “sent to the gas chamber.” Such tactics should 

be interpreted as a naked attempt to instill fear in 

Imembers of the press. 

While the Supreme Court recently deemed military 
ribunals at the prison in Guantänamo (which 
llowed hearsay and evidence acquired under 
orture) unconstitutional and a violation of the 

Geneva Conventions, the court was strongly divided, 
with conservative members siding against the ruling. 
lin other recent rulings, the Court has determined that 


free-speech rights do not protect government whistle- 


blowers - such as those who have leaked details of 
government surveillance activities - and refuted a 
enturies-old ruling that requires police to knock and 
announce their presence before entering a suspect’s 
home, essentially allowing police to conduct home 
invasions. The Supreme Court's slide to the right 
coincides with the appointment of two new judges 
personally selected by George W. Bush. 

The result is the weakening of an independent 
judicial body capable of reigning in executive abuses 
of power. The sun has set on the American Centur 
and the ideals it once recognized as its best self, but 
he long night is far from over. 

Deborah Campbell 





Haditha has an eerie similarity to My Lai, but the story is playing out 
in a totally different way within the American psyche. My Lai shocked 
America. It galvanized the public conscience and became the great 
turning point of the Vietnam war. 

But Haditha has come and gone without leaving much of a trace. 
Nobody seems to give a damn. The atrocity is buried under heaps of 
more compelling news such as sports and celebrity weddings. The 
release of information about Haditha was carefully choreographed by 
the Bush Administration. Orchestrated leaks by prominent spokespeople 
neutralized the horror of the murdered children. The brutal rape and 
murder of an Iraqi woman and her family by Private Steven Green was 
similarly neutralized. And Abu Gharib is now largely forgotten. 

Perhaps the biggest casualty in iraq is our ability to feel. The spectacle 
of dead babies, tortured prisoners and raped women, washes over us like 


the latest fashion trend. We don't feel the pain of others anymore 
small wonder why others have started refusing to feel ours. 





Kono Matsu 
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The culture of life 
means respect for 
nature and protection 
ої God's work of 
creation. In a special 
way, it means respect 
for human life from 
the first moment of 


ETHICAL TRAINING 

In an effort to prevent the occurrence of another grisly 
Haditha-style massacre, the US military is providing 
grunts stationed in Iraq with ethics training. But what 
about the people whose decision it was to wage this war 
that has killed and maimed tens of thousands? Maybe 


б conception until its 
w or 


Bush and his cohorts - who neatly adopted the idea of 
a “culture of life” in their opposition to abortion and 
euthanasia - should take a moment to sit in on one 

of these ethics lessons as well. 
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PALESTINE: INJUSTICE REMEMBERED 


ISRAEL CELEBRATED ITS 58TH BIRTHDAY THIS YEAR. 
Across the nation, Israelis commemorated the event 
with barbecues and parties. And so they should, for 
they’ve pulled off an amazing stunt: the creation of a 
state for one people on the land of another - and at 
their massive expense - without incurring effective 
sanction. Some of those not celebrating, the Arab 
citizens of Israel, were also there, demonstrating to 
remind the world that Israel displaced 250,000 to 
take their land without compensation. Millions more 
Palestinians will demonstrate today in the refugee 
camps of Gaza, the West Bank and neighboring Arab 
states against their expulsion by Israel. The world, 
however, is not listening, any more than it did in 
1948, when most of Palestine’s inhabitants were 
expelled to make way for Jewish immigrants. 

My family was among those displaced and, though 
a child, I vividly remember the panic and misery of 
that flight from our home in Jerusalem on an April 





А PALESTINIAN CARRIES THE BODY OF A SIX YEAR OLD GIRL WHOSE 
MOTHER WAS KILLED BY AN ISRAELI STRIKE IN GAZA. 


morning in 1948, with the scent of spring in the air. 
Palestine by then had become a raging battleground 
as Jews fought to seize our land in the wake of the 
1947 UN partition resolution. My parents decided 
to evacuate us temporarily. “We will return,” they 
insisted, “the world will not let such injustice 
happen!” They were wrong: the world let it happen 
and we never returned. Little comfort in knowing 
that we were among many others, that we did not 
end up in tents, that conflicts do such things. Our 
lives, our history and our future had been traduced. 
In those early days, I would wonder with anguish 
how the Jewish incomers who took over our house 
could sleep at night, seeing our belongings, family 
photos, children’s toys. Subsequently, Israelis made 
much of the danger they faced from five Arab armies 
in the 1948-49 war, but in reality their forces were 
greater than all their opponents’ combined, and the 
latter ill equipped and poorly trained. 

Growing up in Britain, I got no sympathy but 
rather kept being told about the need to give Jews 
a state they could feel safe in. But at whose expense 
was this generosity? We Palestinians had no hand 
in the Holocaust, nor in persecuting Jews. But we 
were transformed from a peaceable agrarian people 
into a nation of beggars under occupation, refugees, 
exiles and second-class citizens of Israel. Worse still, 
we are now labelled terrorists, suicide bombers or 
Islamic extremists. Our crime? We were in the wrong 
place at the wrong time. And for that we have been 
repeatedly punished, most recently for electing the 
“wrong” government, headed by a party the west, 
not Palestinians, labels as terrorist. 

I went to “Palestine” last month to see what 58 
years of Israel had done. It was also springtime, 
but this was a shadow of the land I had known. I 
found a pathetically fragmented society, clinging to a 
fading dream of statehood against the odds. Israel’s 
policies have broken up the Palestinian territories 
into ghettoes behind barriers and checkpoints. Gaza, 
supposedly liberated, is a big prison where, according 
to the World Bank, 75 percent are under the poverty 
line and a quarter of children are malnourished. 
Since January, Israel has kept the cargo crossings 
into Gaza closed most of the time. Flour ran out last 
menth, and now medicines. The UN has warned of 
a humanitarian disaster. Now Israel is threatening to 
cut off fuel because of outstanding Palestinian debts, 
normally paid from Palestinian tax receipts, which 
Israel has illegally held back since January. 
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JASON REED/REUTERS 


The barrier wall, sealing off whole towns and 
villages, makes normal life impossible. 

The new, democratically elected Palestinian 
government is paralysed because of Israeli and 
western sanctions. International aid to the 
Palestinians, $rbn annually, has been stopped; 
$7om donated by Arab states is blocked because 
banks, fearing international sanctions, refuse to 
transfer the funds. Money has run out for 150,000 
public workers and their approximately ı million 
dependants. I found deserted supermarkets and 
shopkeepers in despair. Armed men roam the streets 
full of anger at their loss of livelihood. Meanwhile, 
Israel’s assault on the Palestinians continues. Last 
week the army killed nine and wounded 24. It 
mounted 38 incursions into Palestinian towns and 
arrested 61 people, including 11 children. 

The Quartet powers have agreed a three-month 
emergency aid package. Because of the freeze on 
relations with Hamas, the aid will bypass the 
government, though how essential services can be 
run without a central administration is hard to 
imagine. Arab foreign ministers have warned of 
a breakdown in law and order if the Palestinian 
Authority collapses, but to no avail. The world’s 
silence in the face of this cruelty is astonishing. There 
is no international outcry against a policy whose 
transparent objective is to goad the Palestinians 
into overthrowing the government they elected in 
favour of one more pliant to Israel’s designs. Prime 
Minister Ehud Olmert’s plan is to draw Israel’s 
border “unilaterally”, annexing the large West Bank 
settlement blocs and keeping Jerusalem and the 
Jordan Valley. The roads connecting it to Israel will 
bisect Palestinian territory. 

What remains, 58 percent at most, together with 
the Gaza prison, will form the “Palestinian state”. 
Olmert will be in Washington soon, no doubt seeking 
a rubber stamp. The idea is presumably that the 
Palestinians - dispersed and powerless — then no 
longer be in Israel’s way. Anyone who believes this, 
as the west’s unthinking support for Israel seems to 
suggest, knows nothing about history or the will of 
peoples to resist injustice. 





Dr Ghada Karmi is a research fellow at the Institute 
of Arab and Islamic Studies and Exeter University. 
This article was excerpted from “Where is the 
Global Outcry at This Continuing Cruelty?” in 

The Guardian, March 15, 2006. 


US VICE PRESIDENT DICK CHENEY SPEAKS AT A AMERICAN ISRAEL PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS COMMITTEE MEETING 





AIPAC INFLUENCE WANING 


SUPPORTERS OF JUSTICE FOR PALESTINIANS LIVE 
on a roller-coaster of occasional optimistic highs 
interspersed with deep, prolonged troughs of 
pessimism, perpetually longing for the slightest 
hopeful sign. Will this rare media exposition of the 
impact on Palestinian lives of Israel’s separation 

wall, or that indication that some group is protesting 
Israel’s anti-Palestinian policies be enough to halt the 
Israeli steamroller that is taking ever more Palestinian 
land, killing more Palestinians, confiscating more 
vital Palestinian resources like water, and ultimately 
trying to force the third Palestinian exodus in 

60 years? 

The key to stopping Israel’s juggernaut is changing 
US policy, which increasingly aligns uncritically 
with Israel and enables its oppressive policies. And 
the key to changing policy is changing the state of 
US political discourse, which means altering the 
media’s silence on the occupation, ending Congress’s 
automatic support for Israel, changing public 
opinion. A tall order, although there are glimmers 
of hope. 

Every so often Israel and its US supporters push 
too hard, provoking outrage against their excess. 
This occurred when in March the New York Theater 
Workshop, under pressure from Israeli supporters, 
canceled a scheduled run of “My Name is Rachel 
Corrie,” a play originally produced by London’s 
Royal Court Theater and based on the diaries and 








letters of the young American peace activist crushed 
to death in 2003 by an Israeli military bulldozer 

as she tried to protect a Palestinian home from 
demolition. The outcry against this censorship was 
enough to revive the play, which will now open in 
October at the Minetta Lane Theater in Greenwich 
Village - a tiny triumph against injustice. 

One also detects a growing outrage on behalf of 
Palestinians throughout the alternative press and 
оп the web. Progressive commentators increasingly 
write in condemnation of the official policy of 
starvation and deprivation that Israel, the United 
States, and the European Community are imposing 
on the Palestinian people in the aftermath of their 
democratic decision to elect a government led by 
Hamas. In addition to withholding virtually all aid, 
the international community is further oppressing 
the Palestinians by accepting Israel’s siege and 
bombardment of Gaza and its gradual absorption 
of the West Bank. 

But, while Western leaders ignore justice for 
Palestinians, ordinary people increasingly recognize 
the injustice and cry out against it. At the height of 
Israel’s siege of Gaza in July, Rabbi Michael Lerner, 
who heads the Jewish spiritual-political group 
Tikkun, took a strong moral stand against Israel’s 
offensive, charging that it had “crossed a moral 
boundary” with human rights violations surpassing, 
its previous actions in cruelty. Lerner urged Tikkun 
members to lobby legislators and the media and 
picket mainstream pro-Israeli organizations to 
publicize their view that the Israeli actions are 
“unconscionable.” In another unprecedented move, 
the antiwar group United for Peace and Justice, 
which has been chary of pronouncing on the 
Palestinian-Israeli situation, responded to the Gaza 
situation with a condemnation of Israel’s attacks and 
called for ending US support for the occupation and 
US financial and military aid to Israel. 

There are also the beginnings of an effort to break 
the monopoly on Middle East policy discourse held 
by the pro-Israel lobby in the United States. AIPAC, 
the American Israel Public Affairs Committee, the 
principal pro-Israel lobby organization, as well 
as the bevy of other organizations that work to 
promote Israel’s interests, still ride high these days, 
but increasingly vocal opposition has recently arisen 
to confront the lobby, trying to break its monopoly 
on policy discourse on Middle East, particularly 
Palestinian-Israeli, issues. 


The lobby’s influence on policy is huge and hugely 
pernicious, and encouraging these efforts against it 
is vitally important. John Mearsheimer and Stephen 
Walt - political scientists from the University of 
Chicago and Harvard respectively, who in March 
co-authored a valuable in-depth study of the lobby’s 
influence on Middle East policy - bluntly labeled 
AIPAC a “de facto agent for a foreign government” 
holding “significant leverage” over the executive and 
a “stranglehold” on Congress. 

The very publication of the Mearsheimer-Walt 
study and the consequent debate over the role of 
the lobby constitute new signs of opposition. Also 
lining up against AIPAC and its allies is a body of 
progressive Jewish-American groups, as well as some 
churches, that by the numbers looks impressive. 

The list includes Lerner’s Tikkun, as well as, among, 
others, Americans for Peace Now, Brit Tzedek, 
Jewish Voice for Peace, Israel Policy Forum, and 
several non-Jewish religious organizations. 

A realistic look at the strength and objectives of 
these groups dictates a sober assessment of their 
likely success in overcoming AIPAC's influence, The 
progressives faced their first test in May when they 
failed overwhelmingly in an attempt to mobilize 
opposition to an AIPAC-authored anti-Palestinian bill 
in the House of Representatives. The bill, dubbed the 
“Palestinian Anti-Terrorism Act,” labels the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza as a “terrorist sanctuary” and 
cuts all US aid to the Palestinian Authority because 
its government is led by Hamas. Despite heavy 
lobbying against the bill by several progressive 
Jewish-American groups, the final House vote was 
a lopsided 361-31 in support of the measure. 

There are also significant aspects of the 
progressives’ stand that anyone interested in a just 
solution to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict would 
find problematic. Most of the progressive groups, 
for instance, have made it all too obvious that their 
primary interest is in justice for Israel rather than 
justice for both peoples or any true equity between 
Israel and the Palestinians. In the end, no just peace 
will be possible until the day when advocates in 
the US begin to care equally about the fate of both 
Palestinians and Israelis and gain enough political 
clout to combat the power АТРАС and its cohorts 
wield over both the Republican and the Democratic 
parties. But the signs of change in the wind are 
hopeful and must be encouraged. 

Kathleen Christison 
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THE BUSH-BLAIR “ 
ALLIANCE MYSTERY d 


IT SEEMED LIKE THE ULTIMATE 
strategic alliance, but future 
generations of Britons might 
wonder what, if any, benefits 
came out of the Bush-Blair 
relationship. The Prime 
Minister’s friendship with 
President George W. Bush is 
regarded as “one of the great 
political riddles of our time”, 
as former Labour insider Mark 
Seddon puts it, a riddle that 
seemingly no one can solve: is 
it a marriage of convenience 
or star-crossed hubris? Blair 
may simply have applied the 
long-held diplomatic advice to 
“hug them close” in a bid to 
maintain the so-called “special relationship” with the 
US begun by Churchill. As former UK Ambassador 
Sir Christopher Meyer puts it, “Look at the balance 
sheet. Britain and the U.S. have been for years each 
other’s largest foreign investor.” Despite this history, 
however, Meyer argues that the current situation is 
due to “a failure in London at the highest level to 
have a clear vision of the national interest and to 
negotiate accordingly.” 

The unsettling fact is that Blair’s alliance with Bush 
may have been based more on personal convictions 
rather than sheer pragmatism. Not only did he 
believe in Saddam’s wMD in the run-up to invasion, 
he was obsessed with the threat posed by such 
weapons since 1997 — three years before Dubya was 
even elected. Certainly he did not need a hand to 
hold on the road to war, having taken his country 
into five conflicts in his first six years in office, an 
unprecedented record. As the late Liberal Democrat 
peer, Roy Jenkins put it: “My view is that the prime 
minister, far from lacking conviction, has almost 
too much, particularly when dealing with the world 
beyond Britain. He is a little too Manichean for my 
perhaps now-jaded taste seeing matters in stark terms 
of good and evil, black and white.” 

Blair foreshadowed Bush’s nation-building 
aspirations as well: in a 1999 US speech he 





announced a “doctrine of international community,” 
arguing that military intervention could be warranted 
to create more democratic and “secure” societies, 
Blair’s failure to consult with career diplomats and 
lawyers in his own foreign office before making 

the speech was also telling. “Not good on details,” 
one foreign office employee muttered darkly, 

“and worryingly simple minded.” Or as the ıra’s 
codename put it, Naive Idiot. 

Perhaps it was this very naivety and lack of 
attention to detail that led to Iraq. Buoyed by a 
personal conviction that the threat was real and 
with the best of intentions that he could mesh Bush's 
Freudian post 9/11 foreign policies with those of the 
progressive left, Blair simply failed to work into his 
marriage of convenience the incompatibility of liberal 
interventionism with US threats of pre-emption and 
overwhelming force. 

As George Galloway noted in a recent telephone 
interview the riddle may never be solved, just as an 
error made on the international stage, even with 
the best of intentions, cannot always be forgiven. 

“I wish I knew ... why did Tony Blair join it?” 

he said. “Certainly, it’s been utterly ruinous to his 
political reputation. He will be followed into the 
history books and the grave with this mark of Cain 
on his forehead. He will be remembered for nothing 


other than that he followed George W. Bush over a 
cliff; took the rest of us with them, and we haven't 
yet reached the bottom. All I can say from my own 
conversations with him are that I think both he and 
Bush are possessed of a kind of messianic belief 
that somebody, God perhaps, gave them the job of 
shouldering the white man’s burden, which is the 
world. Someone gave them the right to step outside 
of international law; go anywhere, do anything, pay 
any price in other people’s blood, to reshape the 
world in their image; in the image they want to see. 
And I think that both men will be damned in history. 
Both men have made their respective countries the 
two most hated countries in the world.” 


Maria Hampton 
(CANADA 


LIES WIDE OPEN: CANWEST TAKES ON IRAN 





ON MAY 19TH, CANADA'S RIGHT-LEANING NATIONAL 
Post published a front page story which reported 
that the Iranian parliament had passed a new 

law outlining proper dress for Iranian Muslims 
and including an order for Jews, Christians and 
Zoroastrians to wear special strips of cloth. Jews 
were to wear yellow strips, Christians to wear red, 
and so forth. 

The Iranian parliament has a website and a press 
office. Iran also has an active press which follows 
such stories closely. A quick call to a few Iranian 
journalists in Tehran would have authenticated the 
story if it were true. But the story played to fears and 





JEWISH WOMEN AND CHILDREN WEARING THE STAR OF DAVID ON THEIR 
CHESTS AT AUSCHWITZ CONCENTRATION CAMP, 1932. 


assumptions about Iran. 

Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper was one 
of the first to the pillory post. “Unfortunately,” he 
said, “we’ve seen enough already from the Iranian 
regime to suggest that it is very capable of this kind 
of action. It boggles the mind that any regime on the 
face of the Earth would want to do anything that 
could remind people of Nazi Germany.” 

In Israel, Internal Security Minister Avi Dichter, 
seeking to be heard above a cacophony of outraged 
reaction and calls for regime change in Tehran, 
declared: “Whoever makes Jews anywhere wear the 
yellow star again, will find themselves in a coffin 
draped in black.” 

In the US, Democratic Senator Chuck Schumer 
issued a statement calling the Iranian regime 
“lunatic” and “pernicious,” while State Department 
spokesman Sean McCormack declared that such a 
measure would be “despicable” and “carry clear 
echoes of Germany under Hitler.” 

However, there was no such Iranian measure. 

As more responsible media reporting from Tehran 
soon made clear, the Iranian parliament did pass a 
bill on clothing on May 15th, as the National Post 
reported. But the bill did not outline proper dress 

for Iranians and it did not mention any religious or 
ethnic minorities, let alone order Jews to wear yellow 
cloth strips. 

As Maurice Motamed, the Jewish representative 
in the Iranian parliament, told the Financial Times 
in Tehran on May 21st, “When I heard this, I 
immediately felt it was a mischievous act, a fresh 
means of pressure against the Iranian government. 
We representatives for religious minorities are active 
in the parliament, and there has never been any 
mention of such a thing.” 

The main thrust of the bill was in fact to protect 
Iranian “national dress” by providing financial 
support to Iranian garment manufacturers and 
designers who are being undercut by cheap imports 
of new and second hand clothing. By the time the 
real story got out, however, the damage had been 
done: one more confirmation that the Islamist regime 
is ripe for the toppling. 

So where did the story come from? The main 
identifiable source of the story was a commentary on 
the inside pages of the same Canadian newspaper by 
the Iranian expatriate journalist Amir Taheri. 

Long an outspoken critic of the mullahs, Taheri is 
a leading advocate for the overthrow of the Islamist 
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regime. He is tireless in “exposing” the threatening 
designs and capabilities of the government in Tehran. 
He is also a severe critic of Western moves to 
negotiate with (i.e., “appease”) Iran. 

After the National Post story was exposed as 
baseless, Taheri remained unapologetic. He issued 
a press statement through his agents, the PR firm 
Benador Associates, which says that he stands by his 
original commentary. (At the same time he implied 
that he did not write what in fact he did write in 
the commentary.) 

The National Post did not issue a correction or 
an apology for its story for almost a week. It merely 
reported the Iranian denials and used this new report 
to repeat the original allegations and the reactions 
to them - complete with a graphic of a yellow star 
of the kind Jews were required to wear in Nazi 
Germany. Internationally, especially in Israel, the 
false story it still being circulated and debated. 


Tom Porteous is a syndicated columnist formerly 
with the BBC. 


JAPAN INT 


THE ANCIENT RIVALRY 


AN ANCIENT CHINESE PROVERB WARNS THAT TWO 
dragons cannot live on the same mountain. For most 
of Asia’s recorded 6,000 year history, was not an 





issue between Japan and China. Beginning fifteen 
centuries ago, Japan imported its learning and culture 
from Tang Dynasty China. 

Seven centuries later, Chinese trading vessels plied 
the coast of east Africa while Japan was racked by 
civil war and showed little interest events beyond 
its borders. But when Japan finally opened itself to 
the world in 1868, China was a weak and feeble 
nation. The first half of the 20th century would see 
Japan conquer, and then lose, parts of China. During 
the second half, Japan would, thanks to its military 
alliance with the United States, become the world's 
second largest economy while China turned inwards. 

Today, China, the sleeping giant Napoleon warned 
not to awake, has opened its eyes and is yawning 
and stretching. The result is increased competition 
between Japan and China over who will be top 
political, economic, and even cultural dragon in the 
years to come. 

The competition manifests itself through five 
different, but interrelated areas: history, geography, 
trade, energy, and international relations. 

History refers to the period between 1931 and 
1945, when Japan invaded China and committed 
atrocities ranging from the Rape of Nanking to 
chemical and biological warfare experiments on live 
prisoners at the Japanese Army's Unit 731 in Harbin. 
Last year, after Japan approved a right-wing funded 
textbook that whitewashed these and other atrocities, 
protests and riots erupted across China. They came 


A JAPANESE SOLDIER GRINS WHILE 
HOLDING THE SEVERED HEAD OF A 
CHINESE CIVILIAN. ALTHOUGH THE 

TWO NATIONS HAVE HAD DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS FOR NEARLY 2,000 YEARS, 

‘THE JAPANESE INVASION OF CHINA IN 
1931 FOREVER CHANGED THE NATURE OF 
THEIR RELATIONSHIP. DESPITE EFFORTS 
BY BOTH SIDES TO NORMALIZE RELATIONS 
SINCE 1945, THE WAR HAS REMAINED 

A CENTRAL POINT OF THE CHINESE- 
JAPANESE ANTAGONISM: WHILE CHINA 
ACCUSES JAPAN OF NOT REMEMBERING 
ITS WARTIME INVASION, JAPAN REBUKES 
CHINA FOR NEVER BEING ABLE TO FORGET. 


at a time when political relations were downright 
frigid over Koizumi’s visits to the Yasukuni Shrine, 
where Class A war criminals have been enshrined. 
Japan’s leaders, on the other hand complained, 

not without reason, that Chinese are subjected to 
false, anti- Japanese propaganda. Japanese media, 
meanwhile, publish revisionist books and articles 
which deny, downplay, or rationalize past atrocities 
or portray Chinese complaints as the result of 
brainwashing by the Communist Party. 

As intractable as the historical issues are, the more 
worrisome disputes are arguably over geography. 
The Senkaku (Diaoyu in Chinese) Islands in the East 
China Sea are claimed by both Japan and China, 
and both countries’ navies patrol the region. The 
islands themselves are nothing more than small rocky 
outcrops. Their real value lies in the seabed around 
them and is related to the issue of energy, specifically 
of potential oil and natural gas deposits. China will 
be the world’s largest consumer of oil within a few 
decades and since 2004 has been exploring for gas 
and oil in the East China Sea, in one case only four 
kilometers from the border with Japan. Recently, 
Japan announced that it, too, would conduct 
exploratory drilling in the same area as the Chinese 
oil rigs. 

What happens if one country strikes a large deposit 
of oil or natural gas in an area of the East China 
Sea, especially near the Senkaku/ Diaoyu Islands? 
It’s a question that is all but taboo in Japan, at least, 
because there are fears that the situation would 
quickly degenerate into an armed clash. 

Both energy and trade are related to China’s efforts 
at international diplomacy. Japan watched with 
apprehension Chinese president Hu Jintao’s April 
visit to the United States, worried closer relations 
between the world’s two superpowers would be 
bad for Japan. But China is also reaching out to 
oil-rich countries in Africa and the Middle East and 
has two big advantages over Japan in securing oil 
and gas contracts: (1) market size; and (2) weapons 
technology that Japan, bound by its political 
relationship with the United States, cannot supply. 

Bilateral trade is the one area where Japan and 
China are less competitors than partners. But this 
is because, so far, no Chinese companies pose a 
serious threat to Japan’s world-leading electronics or 
auto manufacturers, who are enjoying record sales 
in China that are expected to continue. Toyota in 
particular has invested heavily in China and hopes 
to sell 10 million cars there by 2010. So important is 


this one company to Japan-China political relations 
that Toyota chairman Hiroshi Okuda is one of the 
main back-door channels by which Chinese and 
Japanese politicians communicate with each other. 
Okuda has shuttled back and forth between the two 
countries on several occasions over the past year 
delivering messages. 

Right now, the future relations of China and 
Japan are a core issue in the election for Koizumi’s 
successor in the ruling Liberal Democratic Party. At 
present, the LDP and its supporters are split into two 
groups over the issue of foreign policy: the nationalist 
‘hawks’ and the internationalist ‘doves’. The hawks, 
which include 94 of the 345 LDP representatives in 
the national Diet, support Shinzo Abe, who currently 
serves as chief cabinet secretary. 

Abe has taken a hard line on relations with China 
and North Korea. Until very recently, Abe has 
indicated that he would continue to visit Yasukuni 
Shrine, a controversial war shrine in Tokyo, if he 
becomes Prime Minister. However, he was being 
somewhat more vague as the summer began. Given 
that Prime Minister Koizumi’s visits were a major 
cause of anti-Japanese riots in China last year, 
Chinese-Japanese relations could become even more 
tense if Abe is elected president and decided he will, 
indeed, visit Yasukuni. 

A different scenario can be expected if Abe’s chief 
contender, Yasuo Fukuda (also a former cabinet 
secretary) comes to power, Widely seen as a ‘dove’ on 
relations with China, Fukuda has indicated he would 
not visit Yasukuni. Polls in the Asahi Shimbun, one 
of Japan’s major media firms, reflect the conflicting 
opinions of the Japanese electorate: on the one hand, 
polls find that a large majority of Japanese want 
to improve relations with China, yet on the other 
hand, they favor Abe over Fukuda as the next Prime 
Minister. It’s perhaps this political doublespeak that 
has caused strained relations between the two nations 
over the past few decades. 

Partially because of warm bilateral trade relations, 
Chinese and Japanese officials are due to meet 
sometime before September in attempt to resolve 
problems like Yasukuni. But solving short-term 
political problems is easier than solving the long-term 
problem, which is to find a way to do something that 
has never been done before: create a mountain with 
two dragon lairs. 


Erik Johnston is the Deputy Editor of The Japan 
Times and is based in Osaka. 
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ANGOLA 


Potentially rich yet - in reality - abjectly poor, Angola is one 
of Africa's most enigmatic ‘failed states’. Flying high as the 
continent's second largest oil producer, its nascent economy 
currently churns out close to 1.4 million barrels of crude per 
day. Even better, it is also the world’s fourth largest exporter 
of diamonds. Yet, according to a recent United Nations report, 
Angola continues to teeter dangerously on the edge of a 
huge-scale humanitarian disaster. Over 900,000 people are 
“internally displaced” and 3.7 million children suffer from 
malnutrition. To make matters worse, Human Rights Watch, 
an independent lobby group, has estimated that up to US$4.2 
billion of undeclared oil revenue has gone missing since the 
late 1990s. 

Fatefully, the story is nothing new. Such paradoxes have 
been replaying themselves with dull regularity throughout 
Angola's turbulent modern history. Namely: how did a country 
endowed with such a vast expanse of natural resources and 
development possibilities end up with virtually nothing? 

War is the simplest way of accounting for this bizarre 
dichotomy, with financial embezzlement in the form of 
untraceable foreign bank accounts running a close second. 


THE MORGUE IN PORT-AU-PRINCE, 
DURING THE VIOLENT MILITARY 
UPRISING IN FEBRUARY 2004. 
SINCE GAINING INDEPENDENCE 
IN 1805, THE WORLD'S FIRST 
MODERN BLACK REPUBLIC, 

HAITI HAS REMAINED ENSLAVED 
BY DICTATORS AND PUPPET 
GOVERNORS APPOINTED BY 

‘THE WEST. DUBBED AN ISLAND 
“PARADISE” BY CHRISTOPHER 
COLUMBUS, HAITI TURNED INTO 
A VERITABLE NIGHTMARE DUE TO 
NUMEROUS INTERVENTIONS BY 
WESTERN NATIONS IN THE PAST. 


All talk of Angola’s prospects focuses on its glittering potential. 
There is, as yet, no positive reality. The people in the towns and 
the cities could be excused for exhibiting a certain amount 

of cynicism given the facts. History has not been kind 

to Angola: colonialism, the Cold war, tribal divisions, 

foreign meddling, competing business interests, political 
megalomania, plus a debilitating 40 year on-off conflict that 
has rendered the country virtually ungovernable. But rather 
like an unhinged lottery winner getting rich on his winnings, 
Angola's ample natural resources have all too often provided 
for its rapid undoing. 

Regrettably there are no simple answers for this most 
harangued of African nations. Angola has had countless false 
dawns since the 1960s. Pead economic stability could have 
broken out at many opportune moments. But somehow the 
constant in-fighting has raged on, fuelled by a lack of will by 
those who want to end it and blind greed by those who stand 
to benefit by its continuance. And, unfortunately for Angola, 
there are many. 

Brendan Sainsbury 








Мо matter how militarized and secure a national border, 
people who want to get in - especially those driven by the 
necessity of economic opportunity - will do so, or die trying. 

If the US Government deems an upgrade to the permeability of 
the existing border necessary, then this new border will have 


all the accoutrements of fortification, power and surveillance 
no matter how much or little ‘design’ is involved. No physical 
expression can hide, mask or aestheticize this fact - drones 
and motion detectors notwithstanding. This image is a 
provocation, contrasting the iconoclasm of a twentieth-century 





territorial power regime with a twenty-first century idea of 
green energy and global interconnectedness. If we must have 
a militarized border then let's turn its utility toward productive 
and benevolent ends - a kind of “Bush meets Gore” hybrid. 
James Corner, Field Operations 








When Woodrow Wilson declared back in 1919 that America of human rights violations by corporations like Nike and the 


was “the only idealistic nation in the world”, few in the world Gap. Apart from a small minority of activists and intellectuals, 
would have dared to contradict him. Freedom, democracy no one could reconcile their image of America with the ugly 
and equal opportunity for all: regardless of how successfully rumors that were being spread about it. 

these principles were carried out in practice, America was the Then came September 11th, 2001. Since that day, everything 
first nation bold enough to base their entire civilization upon that the world thought it knew about America was turned 


them. Critics who scorned America as an 
upstart colony were silenced by nation’s 
lofty aspirations and faith in the power of 
its common people. in the years to come, 
people would watch America blossom 

to become the world's largest economic 
and military superpower, a leader in mass 
culture and a champion of humanitarian 
causes around the world. America was 
itself an ideal, a high standard, a fantasy 
and the dream from which no one wished 
to awake. 

But something strange was happening 
to America during the decades that it 
established itself as a global superpower. 
From 1955 to 1995, homicide rates 
tripled in the group of youth aged 15 
and under. Suicide rates, meanwhile, 
had quadrupled. Eating disorders such 
as anorexia, bulimia, and obesity had 
increased tenfold during this time, 
while psychological disorders such as 
depression and social anxiety began 
reached epidemic proportions. The bright, 
shiny veneer of American pop culture 
was becoming punctuated by dark, sordid 
tales of addiction, dysfunctional families, 
and violence that increasingly became 
part of the mainstream. Somewhere 
along the line, the life-affirming American 
culture was slowly turning into one 
obsessed with death 

Other nations saw the slow change 
that was coming over the world’s gentle 
giant, but remained silent. The media 
turned a blind eye to the invasions 
of poor and obscure nations such as 
Nicaragua, Grenada, Columbia, and гад 
consumers decided to ignore the news 





upside down almost overnight, The 
government has barricaded itself to the 
outside world and retreated within itself. 
In 2002, public radio stations across the 
nation called thousands of Americans and 
found that the majority of respondents 
were frustrated by the government's 
inability or unwillingness to deal with the 
heart of their problems. 

Today, America today is very much 
in danger, but the threat comes largely 
from within. As Abraham Lincoln once 
proclaimed, America will never be 
destroyed from the outside: if the nation 
falters and loses its freedoms, it would 
be at the hands of its own people. No 
terrorist organization in the world can 
hope to launch an attack that will match 
the 31,000 Americans killed each year 
by suicide. Every penny of the 544 
trillion debt that threatens the American 
economy today was accumulated by its 
own government, which had the nation’s 
riches in the span of a few short years. 

Some may point and laugh at 
America’s present state of vulnerability. 
Everything that is happening in the US 
right now will be mirrored by other 
societies that have modeled themselves 
upon it over the past 50 years. As Jean- 
Marie Colombani wrote in Le Monde 
on September 12, 2001, we are all 
Americans in a certain sense. Unless 
something can be done to stop America’s 
slow slide toward self-destruction, 
our futures are destined to be one and 
the same. 

Anmei Shang 
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The twentieth century ended on an optimistic note. We peered 
into the future and saw the coming of an “American century” 
of freedom and democracy for all. we were even confident 
enough to believe that our Western values and democratic 
principles would triumph and be the model for all people for 
all time to come - the “End of History,” as Francis Fukuyama 
called it. 

Several years later, most of that optimism has evaporated. 
The UK and America are mired in Iraq. A series of rapes, 
tortures and humiliations have eroded America's moral 
authority. Brand America is in free fall. But perhaps the most 
serious disillusionment is our own Western way of life, which 
is now increasingly riddled by contradictions and double 
standards on a number of fronts: 


ECOLOGICAL 

Six billion people on the planet cannot possibly be allowed 
to consume as much as we do in the West. And yet, we keep 
consuming as if that were our sacred right to do so - at the 
expense of our children's future. 


PSYCHOLOGICAL 

Mood disorders, anxieties, depression are rising exponentially. 
What's wrong? Why do we need so many drugs to keep 
ourselves on even keel? Is our toxic consumer culture finally 
getting to us? 


POLITICAL 

We kill 43,000 civilians (half of them women and children) 
in Iraq and then call the people who fight back evildoers 
and terrorists? Israel (the fourth-largest military nation in 
the world) uses the full force of its military might to punish 
the Palestinians for taking a single Israeli soldier prisoner. 
We in the affluent West say we are spreading freedom and 
democracy, but in the eyes of many people, our foreign 
interventions and wars are motivated more by a desire to 
keep our economies growing (and the oil flowing). 


We've lost the moral high ground. We're no longer the good 
guys, the role models, the hope of the world. Our historical 
moment has passed. The hope of the world is now shifting 
elsewhere: to the barrios, the favelas and the slums of the 
planet, to the poor nations where people struggle every day 
to live with some modicum of dignity. These places are where 
the self-discipline of the future will be honed, where the 
social inventions of the future will be born, where the spiritual 
foundations of the twenty-first century will be laid out. China 
is now the hope of the world. India is the hope of the world. 
Brazil, Bolivia and Bhutan are the hope of the world. 

Kalle Lasn 
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I just has to share something that 
was both absolutely hilarious and 
somewhat disturbing at the same 
time. I was sitting in my mind- 
numbing call center job with 
Adbusters #66 laid casually along 
my desk. My workmate Jodie 
was staring fixedly at the cover 
for quite some time before finally 
saying, “I love those shoes . . . 
does it say where I can get them?” 
I laughed so much it hurt. 





PHIL 
Brisbane, Queensland, Australia 


In essence, your article on 
Palestine was one large lie. 

Are there any Jews on your staff, 
other than the type that would 
sell their souls for acceptance? 
Did you seek any opinions from 
say, Holocaust survivors? 

If you want to consider the 
nature of Palestinians, think 
how many books, inventions, 
contributions to humanity 1.5 
billion Arabs sitting on some of 
the greatest resources in the world 
have made, as compared to any 
other ethnic group in existence. 

Given that their total culture 
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is patriarchal and authoritarian 
with essentially zero level of 
tolerance for any view other than 
their own, how do you begin to 
author an article defending them? 
Pm sorry, how many Christians, 
atheists, Jews, Hindus, etc., live 
in Palestine, Saudi Arabia, Syria? 
And now that the Jews keep the 
Palestinians from killing them, 
they, in their lust for blood, have 
now started killing each other. 
That is what this culture does. 
It is a culture of revenge and 
conquest — Have you ever heard 
of Darfur? And you defend them? 
DOUG NUSBAUM 
via email 


Overall I think Pm morally 
average, but by Adbusters’ 
standards I’m a horrendous 
person. I take psychiatric 
medications, I eat meat, I never 
protest, I’m not an ethical 
consumer. Worse yet, I once 
worked eight months in a 
slaughterhouse pulling leaf lard 
out of the bellies of hog corpses 
so that Homer Simpson could eat 
his morning bacon. Well, at least 
grant me this: if I hadn’t listened 
to my psychiatrist’s advice to try 
living without Risperdal, I would 
not likely have had a psychotic 
episode in my second semester at 
university. I would not have lost 
all my friends I had made there 
and dropped out of 4/5 classes, 
getting a D in my Adbusters- 
friendly sociology class. And, 

I would not have lost my parents’ 
financial support with their good 
intentions of teaching me to stay 
on my meds. And, therefore, 

I would have spent four less 
months earning $11.25/hour in 

a living hell so 1 could afford 
one semester of education. You 
know what I think Adbusters 





AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 


should do? I think you should 
give up Media Carta and woo 
psychiatrists with benevolence in 
order to destroy the lives of the 
mentally ill. 
HAMLET 
via email 


A headline caught my eye 

when I was checking my email. 
Supposedly, 16 million Americans 
suffer from a “disease” that 
causes “outbursts” like road rage 
and spousal abuse: intermittent 
explosive disease (IED). 

One, it says to people that 
it’s not their fault if they get a 
little upset with their wife, son, 
daughter, it’s a disease and not 
their fault, 

“Two, it says to people that are 
pissed off at their boring, earth- 
destroying jobs or living in their 
community-sucking suburban 
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homes that it's the 
disease, not the fact 
that they are living in a 
way (driving two hours 
in commute every day) 


that is making most ЕД non лссков вот 
МА ADESSO «ост terror 


people miserable (if г 

only they would face 

up to that fact). It 

says don’t change 

your life, change 

your prescription. 
ANONYMOUS 

USA 


I love your mag. 
Inspiring, anger- 
inducing, frustrating, 
beautiful and at times 
heartbreaking. Thank 
you for offering an 
alternative. I see the 
sickness and yet I 
recognize that Гата 
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ABER JETZT 


part of it. I seek а way out but at 
the same time I want to fight from 
within. My sense of myself as a 
great hypocrite leaves me wanting 
to kick my own ass almost all 

of the time. It’s nice to know, 

at least, that there are others, 

that the movement is gaining 
momentum, that perhaps we can 
turn this terrible ship around 


= г 
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before it’s too late. 
I only hope. 

My mother, who 
has suffered from 
depression and anxiety 
for much of her life, is 
now on every type of 
anti-depressant/anti- 
anxiety medication on 
the market. Not only 
is she not getting any 
better in terms of her 
mental and emotional 
problems, but she has 
even used this cocktail 
of drugs prescribed 
to her by the medical 
profession to attempt 
to commit suicide on 
a number of occasions. 
Where once I saw fire 
and life and laughter 
in my mother’s eyes, 





complacency and 

sedation. Instead of feeling her 
pain and fighting through it, she 
has been given the opportunity, 
courtesy of the pharmaceutical 
industry, to numb it and deny it, 
to live in a sort of waking sleep 
that solves nothing. 

It is our pain and frustration 
and anger that keeps us fighting 


now I see only dullness, 


and growing and dreaming of 
something better, of a life worth 
living, and I would rather be 
pricked by the thorns of this 
world and smell the beautiful 
fragrance of the roses than live 
in a permafrost under which 
nothing, good or bad, can 
be realized. 
ALANNA GOLDSTEIN 
Mississauga, Ontario, Canada 


In the latest issues Гуе read 
comments on Iranian president 
Ahmadinejad depicting him as a 
racist asshole. No doubt you’ve 
been referring to his presumed 
“neo-nazi” declarations. It should 
be stressed, though, that he has 
never questioned the historical 
tragedy of the Holocaust. Rather, 
he has been asking why do the 
Palestinian people have to pay for 
the price of the tragedy, instead of 
placing the burden on those who 
were responsible for that. 

AMIR AHMADI 

via emai 


Т ат grateful for the honesty of 
the letter by Nathan Tableman 

in the May/June issue. He makes 
it very clear that the “horrors of 
the Israelis against others,” which 
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The French-language 
Casseurs de pub is one of 
Adbusters' international 
sister publications. 


WWW.CASSEURSDEPUB.NET 





Produced in Prague, 

the English-language 
magazine Carbusters 
explores ways to revitalize 
our cities and create a 
sustainable future. 


WWW.CARBUSTERS.ORG 
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Activists in Bristol have taken a stand against adverts around 
the city depicting the supposed joys of motoring. Bristol has 
one of the highest rates of car ownership in the country. 

Road traffic is the biggest source of air pollution where over 
150,000 people live in areas where air pollution exceeds health- 


based standards. 


he does not deny, has little to 

do with religious belief or self- 
defense. It is about colonialism. 
And colonialism is always 
justified by the ideology that some 
peoples, by virtue of some innate 
God-given superiority, are chosen 
(the winners) and others just 
aren’t (the losers). 

Mr. Tableman rationalizes the 
theft of the land, livelihood and 
human dignity of the Palestinian 
people (presumably the “others” 


JEFF B. 
Bristol, UK 


to which he refers) by stating that 
almost every European country 
has done the same thing. And 
after all, the very ground we 
Americans are standing on is also 
stolen ground. He's right. Might 
evidently makes right. And how 
could so many rights be wrong? 
My answer rests on a different 
ground. It is the ground of 
my individual morality. It is 
influenced by a Judaism that 
says, “Thou shalt not follow a 





multitude to do wrong” (Exodus 
23:2). And it is based on my belief 
that on this planet Earth, we are 
all neighbors, and we are each 
responsible for making the choice 
to either follow the multitude, 
or love our neighbor. There are 
thousands of American and Israeli 
Jews who believe the same. 
MARIANI DIDYK 
via email 


I was literally nauseated after 
reading your latest issue. If your 
lefty, granola crunchy views 
regarding the condition of the 
Palestinians were more blatant, 
Pd be picking the roots, tofu 
and seeds out of my teeth. 

Were there no letters or 
editorials supporting Israel and 
its policies for you to publish? 


Task your readers, especially in 
the US and Canada, to imagine 
this: imagine learning that a loved 
one, while enjoying a relaxing 
drink on their favorite cafe patio, 
was killed after a suicide bomber 
blew himself/herself up. Imagine 
this as a daily threat. What would 
your expectations be of the 
authorities in this instance? If the 
daily threat of suicide bombers 
crossing the Canada-US border 
were to exist (the recent arrest in 
Toronto shows us what tragedies 
are possible), would a border, 
wall, or fence with checkpoints 
not be reasonable? 

Where in your articles did 
you mention that the suffering 
Palestinians are a people 
who embrace the idea of 
“martyrdom,” whose children 
trade cards with the faces of 
“martyrs” like our children 
trade hockey cards, and who 
fly banners on street posts with 
the faces of these murderers, 
similar to the banners that we fly 
advertising musicals like Wicked? 

Unfortunately, Canadians 
and Americans will understand 
the harsh policies of the Israeli 


American Politics (In 12 Words) 


American politics in sum: 
Republican ideas are dumb; 
And Democrats have none. 


MICHAEL SILVERSTEIN 


Glenside, Pennsylvania, USA 


government only when the daily 
threat of suicide bombings here 
becomes a reality. 
CLIFFORD MARDINGER 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 


I had never heard of Adbusters 
until just the other day. A former 
Philosophy student of mine 
named Acer Chiang came running, 
up to me saying, “Look at this.” 
He was holding the May/June 
issue. It was open to the page with 
the heading that goes, “After 50 
years of media activism, what will 
it take to break through?” Then 
he pointed to the questions at the 
center: “What is the catalyst? The 
one big idea?” 





<wallstreetpoet.com> 


I said, “You tell me.” 
So, he did. “Conversation,” 
he said. And we both felt like 
cheering. 
JIM MAHONEY 
via email 


Being an avid reader of Adbusters, 
I was very disappointed to read 
the recent article “The Lost Art 
Of Parenting” [#66]. The writer 
described a “problem child” and 
how she would have handled 
her, with time-outs, threats and 
removal of privileges. 

In a magazine which shuns 
complacency and celebrates 
independent thought, I wouldn't 
have imagined that you would be 





#56 WE'RE BACK 
Messages from the future, 
after the economic collapse. 


#60 THE MEDIA LITERACY ISSUE 


Teachers can order single or bulk copies 


of this special issue at a discount rate. 
Email <laura@adbusters.org> 


#63 BIG IDEAS 2006 

Азшмеу of the cultural, political, 
technological and environmental 
shifts to watch out for this year. 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 


in support of a writer who touted the idea that children 
need to be be kept in their place and shown who’s boss. i 
We practice consensual living with our daughter. ЕД non лссдов aur 

It is the idea that in almost every situation, a mutually ЦД ка ADESSO пелин 
agreeable solution can Бе reached, and it most cases it 
can. It doesn’t mean she always gets “her way” or that 
we always get ours, but simply that we always strive 
to meet the needs and wants of everyone involved. 
She is allowed to challenge, and to question, and to think 
critically, to test limits. 

TARA HILL 

via email 


As Sherlock Holmes once said, when you eliminate all 
possibilities, the impossible becomes highly probable, 
indeed the only possibility. Now we are faced with 

an impossibility, that of saving the planet; while 
impossible at present, this will eventually become the 
only possibility. Many lifestyle and environmental 
practices once deemed extreme or overly optimistic are 
now mainstream, i.e reccycling and electric hybrid cars. 
We have changed the world; now we must change it in 
a more healthy and life-affirming manner. All helpful 
actions are gratefully accepted by myself and millions of 
others who work and pray for a healthy world. Keep the "IT HAPPENS. NOT HERE, BUT NOW." THE AWARD-WINNING. 


faith and may th lessings upon you all. ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN BROUGHT THE REALITY OF HUMAN 
a y there be peace and blessings upon you RIGHTS VIOLATIONS TO PEOPLE'S OWN NEIGHBORHOODS. 
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the death of skateboard culture. <adbusters.org>. 





Newly elected Italian Prime Minister Romano Prodi says he 
wants to shake up Italy's strangled media. The idea would have 
once seemed a fantasy in a country ruled for five years by the 
many-tentacled Silvio Berlusconi, who held political control 
over the public broadcaster and financial sway over six of 
кауз seven main television channels. 

"This is about fair competition,” Prodi said in an interview 
with Advertising Age. "І have always said that in order to 
have a democracy you must have competition, and the Italian 
television sector is for all intents and purposes a duopoly – 
and it’s practically a monopoly in terms of advertising.” 

The new government wants to reverse changes 
implemented by Berlusconi, who rolled back restrictions that 
kept media companies from reaping more than 30 percent 
of a market's revenue and from operating more than two 
national channels. Berlusconi's company Mediaset owned 
three national channels and took in 34 per cent of all television 
revenue, The new government also plans to make it illegal 
for a company owner to hold office without divesting 
their holdings. 

Media concentration, however, is not an Italian problem and 
few political leaders anywhere have attempted to counter it. 
Canada's unelected Senate released a report in June warning 
that media concentration had approached dangerous levels 
and called on the government to oversee media mergers. 

“The concentration of ownership has reached levels that 
few other countries would consider acceptable,” said the 
report. The report, however, is destined for the storage room 
shelves. Despite his professed disdain for what he has called a 
biased media, no one expects Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
to move against the corporate overlords who control the ink 
flow and airwaves. 

CanWest Communications, Quebecor and Bell-Globemedia 
control most of Canada’s private media. 

If Canada had adopted media laws similar to that of 
the UK, media consolidation moves that left the city of 
Vancouver and the provinces of Quebec and New Brunswick 
dominated by a single corporation would have been flagged 
for government review, said the report. While UK laws have 
extensively loosened regulations on foreign ownership and 
cross ownership, they give the government the power to stop 


media mergers that fail the public interest test. Plus, Canada 
could only dream of the plurality of voices found at the UK 
newspaper stand. 

In the US, the Federal Communications Commission is 
launching round two of a review of domestic media laws. 

Its 2003 attempt to weaken ownership restrictions was 
‘slapped down by а US court of appeal ruling that questioned 
the justification for the changes. Media watchers predict 

the FCC will once again move to soften restrictions that bar 
companies from owning a newspaper and a television or radio 
station in the same market along with the small market ban 
оп broadcasters owning two TV stations, the limits on 
companies owning multiple radio stations in the same market 
and the ban on one corporation owning two of the top four 
television networks. 

The media behemoths in the US are pushing the FCC to 
open the gates so they can play. The calls for looser rules 
have been the loudest from Clear Channel Communications 
Inc., which owns hundreds of radio stations and dozens of 
television stations across the US; Tribune Co. which owns over 
two dozen television stations, the Los Angeles Times and the 
Chicago Tribune among a hand full of other newspapers; and 
Media General Inc., which owns over two dozen mid-sized 
newspapers along with a stake in the Denver Post and over 
two dozen television stations. 

Well, at least it's not China. There, the Communist 
government wants to pass legislation to fine news agencies 
thousands of dollars if they do not first check with authorities 
before publishing or broadcasting breaking news, the New York 
Times reported. Some argue the proposed $12,500 limit on the 
fine allows major outlet to break news if they deem the public 
interest outweighs the financial hit. 

Jorge Barrera 


ззомии ALL39/daV/ONN мм. 


REARRANGING CANADA'S MEDIASCAPE 


One of the biggest challenges in the battle for media democracy is winning the legal 
right to walk into our local TV station, put down our money and say, “Give me 30 
seconds of airtime, I've got something to say.” Right now, regular people can't do it. 
Why? Because the private networks controlling our publicly owned airwaves won't 
let us. They decide what gets on and what doesn't; if your message doesn't fit their 
political or commercial interests, they'll simply refuse to air it. They're the world's 
most powerful censors. 

Adbusters readers know that this is why we've launched the Media Carta Legal 
Battle in Canada’s courts. Why Canada? Quite simply, it is among the most media- 
concentrated countries in the English-speaking world. Single-market consolidation 
rules are lax. Cross-ownership regulations are virtually non-existent. Together, five 
media companies own the majority of newspapers and nearly every television and 
radio station in the country. Meanwhile, government regulators seem more interested 
in approving the newest specialty cable sports channels than in protecting open 
discourse and the public interest. 

So it's clear that Canada’s mediascape is in need of some serious re-arranging. 
Here's the strategy, as we see it, for taking our airwaves back: 


WE STRIKE THEM FROM ABOVE 
WITH A HIGH-PROFILE LAWSUIT 


Bl 

EDIA 

WE STRIKE THEM FROM BELOW WITH 
GRASSROOTS CITIZEN ACTION 








While our lawsuit is hitting Canwest and the Canadian government from above, 
citizen action on the streets will generate the vocal public debate that's needed to 
turn things around. What kind of action? Anything that gets people talking. Anything 
that gets them asking, seriously, what sort of impact media concentration is having 
‘on Canada and around the world. Above all, anything that ramps up the financial and 
political pressure on media owners and regulators. 

At Media Carta's online headquarters, things are just getting warmed up. Visit the 
site to download designs for newspaper-box stickering and to craft letters of support 
to send to the media bosses. Then join the discussion and help us come up with ways 
to mobilize and support media activists around the world. 


WWW.MEDIACARTA.ORG 


CanWest owns two out of 
five free-to-air TV channels 
in New Zealand, and most of 
our radio stations too. Open 
up Canadian airwaves, and 
maybe the ripple effect will 
reach down here! 

Jenn 


What a service you are 
doing! | am 19 years old 
and I’m grateful for an 
alternative outlet to get real 
information, real thoughts 
and real opinions. This is a 
legal venture so crucial to 
future generations; it’s sad 
the establishment is so far 
from realizing the point of 
these efforts. | wish nothing 
but the best and you have my 
continued support. Canada 
needs to open its airwaves, 
and let the world follow. 
Adrian 


It’s a classic David vs. Goliath battle: Eric Schlosser, author of the bestselling 
Fast Food Nation, is entering round two of his battle against McDonalds. 
With his new book, Chew on This: Everything You Don't Want to Know About 
Fast Food, Schlosser is making the $44-billion-a-year megacorporation 
tremble with his in-depth reportage of what really goes on in the land of the 
golden arches. Schlosser and co-author Charles Wilson paint graphic details 
about the fast food industry, ranging from the abysmal sanitary conditions 
of chickens used for McNuggets to the bug shells used in red food coloring. 
Rather than fighting one-on-one with Schlosser, however, McDonalds has so 
far backed out of an opportunity to appear with the author on NBC’s Today 
‘Show, апа has issued a statement with its own facts about the company's 
food safety and an invitation to visit the corporate website. It's $1.5 billion 
dollars of advertising and PR versus one book, but Schlosser has made the 
fast food giant tremble with fear. 









AVAILABLE NOW! 
па ORDER ONLINE: www.adbusters.org 
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CDN/US $125.00 plus shipping 


espouses HEY TEACH - Inspire your students to break out of the media- 
consumer trance! Adbusters’ Media Empowerment Kit explores 
media and environmental issues, including the ecological 
Consequences of modern consumption habits. Designed as a 
flexible, multimedia teachers’ aid, the kit features 45 modular 


including personal challenges, group activities, 


і discussion starters, eye-opening readings... 


+ lesson binder with photocopy-friendly removable sleeves 
= DVD chock full of still images and video clips 

• five large full-color posters 

+ Adbusters special media literacy issue: “The Game of Life” 
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A revitalized Al Gore talks to journalist Will Dana about his movie, 
his mission, and how he's plans on sticking it to Exxon: 





What gets in the way of people hearing 
[the global warming] message? 


Part of it is evolution. Our brains are 
much better at perceiving danger in 
fangs and claws and spiders and fire. 
It's more difficult to trigger the alarm 
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parts of the brain - those connected 

to survival - with grave dangers that 
can only be perceived through abstract 
models and complex data. 

Another part of it is the marketplace 
of ideas. A few loud voices have enough 
money to buy repetitive messages, 
like the Exxon-Mobil ads on the op-ed 
page of The New York Times. As the big 
money fueling political commercials 
does these little short slogans, it 
becomes even more difficult for a self- 
governing democracy to be honest 
with itself about an unprecedented 
danger that is woven into the fabric 
of our society. 


How do you fight that big money? 


Tipper and | are giving 100 percent of 
all the profits we get from both the 
movie and the book to a new bipartisan 
alliance for climate protection. It will 
run ads about the nature of the crisis 
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and the way we can solve it. But the 
profits from the film won't begin to 
approach the money that Exxon has. 
They will have a lot of money. | am not 
on the board of it, but I'm giving them 
a lot of money, and I'm raising them 
much, much more. There are some real 
heavyweights involved in this. We have 
former members of the Reagan and 
first Bush administrations. Steve Jobs 

is helping to design the ad campaign, 
At the end of September, "т going to 
Start training a thousand people to take 
my slide show all across the country, 

to high schools and civic clubs and 
anybody who will listen. We're going to 
get this message out there - and when 
we do, the political system will shift 
gears, and you'll see a dramatic change. 
I will make a prediction that within two 
years, Bush and Cheney themselves will 
change their position. 


SOURCE: Rolling Stone, July 13-27, 2006. 








Visit our Web 
site to find a 
satellite conference 
in your region, 
become a member 
or learn more. 
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Capitalism is the almighty operating system of our lives 
- ecologically, psychologically and geopolitically and in just about 
every other way it runs the show. 
But who is in charge of this operating system? Who wrote it? 
Who maintains it? Who protects it from viruses? Who reboots it 
when it crashes? Is it the World Bank, the International Monetary 
Fund, the World Trade Organization? Not really. No one is really 
in charge. Capitalism churns away on its own power, its own 
cash-flow imperatives, its own unwritten rules. So here's the big 
question: can we the people - civil society - take charge? Can 
we rewrite the capitalist code? For example, can we slow down 
fast money with a Tobin Tax? Introduce true-cost pricing rules? 
Shift taxes from labor to energy? Stop selling off our natural 
capital and calling it income? Rewrite the legal rules under 
Which corporations are chartered? In other words, can we turn 
capitalism into an open source design project and make it more /// 
sustainable and responsible to our and future generation's needs? | | | | 
In his groundbreaking new book, Capitalism 3.0 - A Guide To 
Reclaiming The Commons, Peter Barnes argues that we can 
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"та businessman. | believe society should reward successful 
initiative with profit. At the same time, I know that corporate 
activities have unhealthy side effects. They cause pollution, waste, 
ecological disruption, inequality, anxiety, illness, and no small 
amount of confusion about the purpose of life, 

Y m also a liberal, in the sense that I'm not averse to a role 
for government in society. Yet history has convinced me that 
representative government can't adequately protect the interests 
of ordinary citizens. Even less can it protect the interests of future 
generations, ecosystems, and non-human species, The reason 
is that, most though not all of the time, government puts the 
interests of private corporations first. This is a systemic problem 
of democracy within capitalism, not just a matter of electing 
new leaders. 

PB. 
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COMMUNITY 


CAPITALISM 2.0 HAS THREE TRAGIC FLAWS: г. IT 
devours nature 2. It widens inequality, and 3. It fails 
to make us happier in the end. It behaves this way 
because it’s programmed to do so. It must make the 
needs, reward property owners disproportionately, 
and distract us from truer paths to happiness, 
because its algorithms direct it to do so. Neither 
enlightened managers nor the occasional zealous 
regulator can make it behave much differently. 

The essence of it is to fix capitalism’s operating 
system by adding virtuous feedback loops and 
proxies for unrepresented stakeholders — future 
generations, pollutees, and non-humans species. 
The purpose of these add-ons is to offset the 
current system’s negative externalities with positive 
externalities of comparable magnitude. These 
positive effects would be generated by a new sector 
of the economy I call the commons sector. It’s here 
that the virtuous feedback loops and agents for 
the unrepresented would reside. 








THE 
COMMONS 


One task of this new sector would be to set 
boundaries for corporate activity. It would have 
the ability to say, “What lies on this side of this 
line is our property. You can no longer use it without 
permission or payment.” 

A second task for the sector would be to act as 
ballast for capitalism’s wobbly ship. If the corporate 
sector devours nature, the commons sector would 
protect it. If the corporate sector widens inequality, \ 
the commons sector would reduce it. If the corporate 
sector turns us into self-obsessed consumers, the 
commons sector would reconnect us to nature, 
community and culture. Each sector would play 
to its strengths and compensate for the other sector’s 
weaknesses. All this would happen automatically 
once the commons sector is set up. The ultimate 
goal, perhaps never attainable, is a balanced 
economy that gives us the best of both sectors and 
the worst of neither. 


ADVERTISING — AND BY THIS I MEAN ALL FORMS OF 
commercial attention-seeking - is part of the dark 
side of surplus capitalism. It’s one of those borderline 
activities that’s necessary, or at least acceptable, 

in moderation, but becomes dangerous when it 
spirals out of control. The trouble is that advertising 
escalates inexorably. Every new product needs to 
announce itself. Moreover, the greater the ambient 
noise, the more each ad has to shout in order to be 
heard. If anything is a “tragedy of the commons,” 
this is it (though here again, the commons is victim, 
not cause.) 

Here are a few statistics that confirm what 
everyone knows. Children in America see, on 
average, 100,000 television ads by age FIVE; before 
they die they’ll see another two million. In 2002, 
marketers unleashed 87 billion pieces of junk mail, 


51 billion telemarketing calls and 
84 billion pieces of email spam. In 
2004, a Yankelovich poll found 
that 65 percent of Americans “feel 
constantly bombarded with too 
much advertising and marketing.” 

Advertising isn't just an 
occasional trespass of one person 
against another; it’s a continuous 
trespass of a relatively few 
corporations (the Too or so who do ps 
the most advertising) against all the 0 
rest of us. These companies want 
to - indeed have to - increase their 
sales, and for this they need access 
to our minds. 

But mind-time is a scarce 
resource. We have only so many hours of it a day, 
and so many days in our lives. Because of this 
scarcity, every neuro-minute occupied by an ad is one 
less neuro-minute available for our own thoughts 
and feelings. Every ad thus has an opportunity cost, 
a cost we experience but advertisers don’t pay. 
. Ads also have other side-effects. They bias us to 
high-priced branded products, to junk foods rather 
than healthy foods, and to spending rather than 
saving. They diminish our self-esteem by suggesting 
we never have enough or look good enough. And 
ultimately, they diminish our natural wealth by 
increasing pollution and depleting resources. 

As individuals, we can do a few things to protect 


ourselves against ads: we can turn off our television, 
delete email spam, and toss junk mail in the recycling 





bin. But that doesn’t dampen the collective noise, 
or do much to reduce the external costs of ads. 
To do that we need economy-wide volume controls. 

At present, there are no such knobs. Though the 
airwaves belong to the people, no public agency 
limits TV advertising time. Until 1982, the major 
networks adhered to a voluntary code limiting ads 
to 9.5 minutes an hour in prime time. Then, profit- 
maximizing took over and they dropped the code. 
Today, a typical ‘one-hour’ prime-time show has 
about 42 minutes of content and 18 minutes of 
ads and promotions, nearly twice the advertising 
intensity of two decades ago. 

What if we managed advertising as we manage, 
or could manage, physical pollution? We might 
then, following Ronald Coase, create property rights 
in mind-time. If corporations want to pollute our 

minds, they’d have to buy the rights 

gQ to do so. As with physical pollution, 

the transactions could be brokered 
by a trust. This guardian of our 
inner commons would set caps on 
total trespasses and sell tradable 
mind-time permits to advertisers. 
Our psychic costs would then 
show up as advertisers’ monetary 
costs. There’d be less advertising, 
more peace of mind, and, if we so 
earmarked the revenue, more money 
for commercial-free broadcasting 
and the arts. 

An advertising cap-and-trade 
system could have another benefit 
as well. At present, there’s only one 
macro-economic valve for regulating the pace of 
economic activity — the Fed’s handle on money. 

If the economy is too hot, the Fed raises interest 
rates; if it’s too cool, the Fed lowers them. The 
trouble with this valve is that it has unpleasant 
side-effects. When interest rates go up, so do credit 
card bills and mortgages, and millions of households 
suffer. But if we dampened an overheated economy 
by lowering the volume of advertising, we’d get the 
benefits of higher interest rates without the pain. 

In fact, households might save money by buying less. 


Peter Barnes is the co-founder and president of 
Working Assets and author of Capitalism 3.0: 
A Guide to Reclaiming the Commons. 








IN JUNE OF 2000, A GROUP OF 15 SORBONNE 
economics students launched a petition protesting 
that neoclassical economics - the dominant version 
taught and practiced today - is highly dogmatic, 


imaginary worlds, and treats 
malization a as ends in 
¡asis on the growth 
ross domestic product 
net. “We no longer want to 
епсе imposed on us,” they cried, 
:опотісѕ with less emphasis 
оге plurality, and a return to the 
subject. An economics that makes 
thics, , feminism, and ecology - all of which 
had been excluded by the neoclassical approach. 
An economics that considers the с future 
generations (for when it comes to resources like oil or 
clean air, the neoclassical “invisible hand” sometimes 
seems to be less about allocating them е сте 
than simply depleting them as quickly as possi e). 

Because people with autism spectrum disorders 
generally show more interest in objects than people, 
and are sometimes very good at mathematics and 
abstract thinking, the students dubbed their new 
economics “post-autistic.” But another way of 
looking at it is to say that neoclassical economics | 
is Pythagorean. 

Pythagoras was born around 570 вс. За. ofa 
gem-engraver, he spent his youth travelling to 
Syria, and Babylon, where he immersed himself 
in the mystical teachings of the East. At the авео 
about 40, he established his own quasi-religious 
in Crotona, southern Italy. His teachings attracted | 









have this autistic ic sci 
They called f ога 






hundreds of followers, some of whom suffered severe | 


privations - including a five-year vow of silence 
- to become a part of his inner circle, known as the 
mathematikoi. t 

The cult’s philosophy was based on reason and 
number. To the Pythagoreans, number was all. м 
Each number had a special, almost magical meaning. 
The monad, unity, represented the original unity 








Дей ¡which the universe was created, and was 

> associated with 4 intelligence. The dyad, two, 
epresented | the division of this unity into duality. 
numbers, which contained the number 
therefore seen as representing weakness 










and ility.) Three represented all things with 
a begin middle, and end; four represented 
completi ike the four seasons. 

The то: t number was the decad, ten. 


The sum of one, two, three and four, it represented 
the totality of forces that make up the universe, 

In reference to the decad, the Pythagoreans compiled 
a list of ten opposing principles, which. divided 
phenomena into two classes: 





соор EVIL ева 
LIMITED UNLIMITED 
оро ЕУЕМ 5 
ONE | PLURALITY 
RIGHT. LEFT. 
М МАІЕ FEMALE | 
С АТ REST IN MOTION 
5 STRAIGHT СКООКЕР 
LIGHT DARKNESS 
_ SQUARE OBLONG 





= By aligning themselves with those qualities in the 
- first column, the Pythagoreans believed they could 
achieve purity, and become closer to the gods. 
е reasons why they е these ten pairs has 
puzzled scholars from Aristotle on, but some can be 
- guessed at. For example, in Pythagoras’ 5 philosophy, 
the a, consisted of two components: the 
mited, which signified order, and the nlimited, 
ich represented chaos and plurality. The former 
iated with the monad and odd numbers, 
r with the dyad and even numbers. His || 
г Iamblichus wrote, “The right hand he 
a of the odd number and is divine, 
but the 95 ¡and is the symbol of the even number 
and of that which is dissolved.” The a y is 





controlled by the left side of the brain, which we now 

associate with linear, logical reasoning of the sort 

championed by the Pythagoreans. This preference 
for the right hand has passed on through language 

= sinister is from the Latin for left hand. 

So what does all this ancient, mystical stuff have 
to do with the hard, cold logic of neoclassical 
economics, which views humanity as a mere 
aggregate of rational, self-interested actors? 

The model for economists has long been Newtonian, 

mechanistic physics, 

which in turn is 
explicitly based on 

Pythagorean thought. 

So this list of pairs is 

like two complementary 

strands of the DNA of 
economics. Consider that 
neoclassical economics: 

+ is based on the idea 
of scarcity, and 
emphasizes limited 
resources like oil at the 
expense of unlimited 
resources like wind 

+ rejects uncertainty and 
duality (symbolized 
to the Pythagoreans 
by evenness) 

+ is based on the 
primacy of the 
individual (one) over 
society (plurality) 

+ yalues right-handed logic, ignoring emotion and 
left-handed thought 

+ is based оп a male paradigm that undervalues 
things like childcare 

+ sees the economy as а static system, maintained 
at rest by the invisible hand of capitalism 

+ uses a simplistic, linear (straight) approach to 
model complex, nonlinear (crooked) phenomena 





+ attempts to shine the light of reason and 
observation over the economy, rejecting the 
indeterminacy (darkness) of human systems 

- reduces complex and often strongly biased social 
and political systems to the simple symmetry 
(squareness) of mathematics 
Neoclassical economists are Pythagoreans. They 

still think that number is all. And they are still trying 

to find good and attain Utopia by aligning themselves 
with the first column of this ancient list. 

How will we weaken 
Pythagoras’s 2500-year- 
old hold on our minds 
(and our wallets)? How 
can we overcome the 
left/right, good/evil 
divide, which has helped 
separate us not only from 
each other, but from the 
natural world? Since the 
1960s, a number of new 
sciences have emerged 
that directly challenge the 
Pythagorean paradigm. 
Fuzzy logic, fractals, 
network theory, and 
nonlinear dynamics deal 
with systems that are 
indeterminate, crooked, 
plural, and in motion. 
Feminists and ecologists 
have also pointed out 
the defects in the neoclassical system. As economists 
incorporate these voices and developments, we will 
come nearer to an economics that is not just post- 
autistic, but post-Pythagorean. It may be just what 
the world needs. 


David Orrell is the author of the forthcoming 
Apollo’s Arrow: The Science of Prediction and 
the Future of Everything. 


KICK CORPORATE ASS, 
kwpiTALIST STYLE 


First we'll unswoosh Nike and give birth to a new kind of cool in 
the sneaker industry. Then we start Blackspotting other industries 
— Big Music, fast food, coffee shops, clothing, you name it. 

We marty social passion with grassroots antipreneurial zeal 

and rearrange the ugly face of megacorporate capitalism. 





WWW.BLACKSPOTSHOES.ORE 


including per 
‘sonal ch, 
mind-opening readin allenges, grow 
ig readings. Download ae pio discussion starters and 
lessons now! 


A BETTER WORLD 


А curve ball into the design profession by Adbusters 
Equal parts memoir, manifesto, scrapbook and revolutionary design manual, 
Design Anarchy is an urgent plea for artists, designers, architects and visual 
communicators to re-engage with the world. 

Visit the Culture Shop to peek inside. Students and teachers half price. 
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GREEN PARTY (CANADA) 
WWW.GREENPARTY.CA 


GREEN PARTY (GERMANY) 
WWW.GRUENE.DE 


GREEN PARTY (AUSTRALIA) 
WWW.GREENS.ORG.AU 


EUROPEAN GREEN PARTIES 
WWW.EUROPEANGREENS.ORI 


NORTH AMERICAN GREEN PARTIES 
WWW.GREENS.ORG/NA.HTMI 


GLOBAL GREENS 
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WHEN THE 
GRANDCHILDREN 
TELL OUR STORY. 


By Mike Nickerson and Donna Dillman 


Generations from now, parents will tell their children the story of our times, 
They will tell them about the Great Transformation; the shift that civilization 
made from its growth phase, which had continued since early times, to a new, 
mature state where the total of materials, energy and consequent waste was 
maintained within steady, sustainable volumes. This change had to happen. 
Human activity was already stretching planetary limits, and the systems were 
in place to fully double that activity every 20 years. 

The story told about our times will be one of praise; telling how well our 
generation recognized the challenge and rose to meet it, or it will be a tale of 
great sorrow; telling how those alive today denied that it was our task to find 
a stable state. Whether the story the children hear is one of triumph or of 
sorrow depends on how soon we recognize the challenge and accept the 
historic responsibility. 

The Green Party exists to accept this challenge. Every vote we receive is a 
statement that the time has come to make decisions for a sustainable future. 
We are here to bring together the good will, skills and efforts of all those who 
share this concern. Much work has already been done to show the way. The 
current Green Party platform contains over 200 steps that we can take today to 
advance the transformation in Canada. 

Any person who recognizes the challenge and the goal can help. Each of us 
sees the world in a unique way and has the potential to reveal solutions that 
others have yet to grasp. Whether you join the Party as a statement of support, 
to suggest new ideas, or to help with the many programs already underway, you 
are needed. 


DETAILS ABOUT THE CHALLENGE AND THE GOAL ARE AVAILABLE AT: 
WWW.GREENPARTY.CA/CHALLENGE_GOAL.HTML 





IThegood news is that Sustainable Capitalism 4.0 is absolutely 
programmable, and many of the trickiest codes have been already 
Mapped out. The bad news is that it will probably take a global 
economic collapse (which may happen any day now) to get the 
programmers sailing in unison towards the promised land. 
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PERHAPS ve CANNOT RAAN THE WIND. 
АМ PUT W THE SAIL, 
so я. E CAN CATCH IT. 
WHEN THE WIND comes W SEE SCHUMACH 








“Americans came to liberate, not to conquer, 
го restore freedom and to end tyranny.” 


“The Unwilling Led by the Unqualified Doing the 
Unnecessary for the Ungrateful” 


СОМРАКЕ THE TWO QUOTES: THE FIRST ONE IS FROM 
the flagpole of the Memorial of World War II. 

The second, written on the casket of a soldier 
fighting in the Vietnam War, marked another turning 
point, this time а fall from grace. Both are American 
soldiers, fighting in a foreign war, but we cannot help! 
but be struck by the fact that one is remembered as 
ithe champion of freedom and the other as a victim 
of misguided government policy. How will the world 
remember the soldiers of the Iraq war? 

There is something to be said about the moral 
righteousness of war. When President Bush made 
his first remark about “Good versus Evil,” people 
around the world laughed and dismissed him as a 
simpleton. While such words are meaningless on 
ithe political ground, they mean everything on the 
battleground of war. The sanity of those involved 
depends upon the conviction that the cause that they 
lare fighting for is a good and just one. The Allies 
had an undisputed moral righteousness over the 
Nazis, fascists, and imperialists; the US lost theirs 
against Vietnamese communists after My Lai and 
Agent Orange. The justice of the Iraq war remains 
а question mark. For the liberation of the Iraqis, 
there was the internationally denounced invasion, 
Базе on questionable grounds of Weapons of Mass 
Destruction. For the capture of Saddam Hussein, 
there was Abu Gharib and Haditha. 

For someone who spoke with such passion and 
confidence about Good and Evil cause, however, 
Bush has so far done a poor job of defending the 
[goodness of the war in Iraq: not just to the world, 
but to his own people. Gallup polls from July 2006 
show that two thirds of Americans want to pull out 
jof Iraq - a sharp contrast from polls in December 
1944 which showed a 70 percent approval rate of 
continuing the fight against Nazi Germany. “There’s 
controversy about the goodness of this war,” 
¡comments retired US army Major General William 
Nash. “Even if you believe in it, you’re subjected to 
questions about it, and some of these are very good 
‚questions. Therefore, your mind wanders.” While 


he feels that soldiers are dealing with the war to the 
best of their ability, he realizes the contradiction in 
ithe public attitudes is having a dangerous effect on 
their morale. “The general term right now is, ‘Hate 
the war, love the soldier,” he says, “The soldier can't 
understand that . . . it’s like, ‘They love me, but they 
don’t like what I’m doing. What's all this about?”” 

The confusion over the righteousness of the Iraq 
Наз had devastating impacts on the soldiers. Suicide 
rates among soldiers in Iraq had spiked up to 17.5 
рег 100,000, higher than any branch of the Vietnam 
war soldiers: this, despite the fact that that soldiers 
have been psychologically screened. Part of this is 
due simply to fatigue or mental stress of fighting 
asymmetrical warfare, but another part of this is 
‚due to the growing doubt that they are fighting 
lin a just war. Fighting for freedom and defending 
lyour country is опе thing. Defending oil profits and 
politicians is another. Veterans of the Vietnam war 
speak of feeling that the nation was “ashamed of 
them,” that no one knew or cared in what turned 
оше to be America’s inglorious and unsuccessful war. 
Now, these same veterans are anxious to see that the 
current soldiers will not suffer their own fate. 

This is not even about the $2 trillion that the 
¡US government intends to spend on the war. It’s 
(Ве psychological toll, one out of every five soldiers 
‚coming home with post-traumatic stress disorders; 
it’s about over 200,000 war veterans who find 
themselves on the streets, unable to adjust to 
normal life. Many relive nightmares of the killings 
they witnessed in Iraq and turn to substance abuse 
со drown the visions out. Others take their own 
lives, unable to cope with the brutal experiences of 
icombat. It’s about parents that have to live with the 
knowledge that their son or daughter may have died 
for something that the nation will remember not with 
pride, but with shame and regret. 

When our leaders — American, Canadian, British 
and otherwise - decide to engage in a war, they 
should be sure that their cause is one that they 
themselves would die to defend. The cost is too high, 
too much is at stake for this to be left in doubt. In 
ithe end, it is the moral righteousness of war that 
determines whether the soldiers who went to fight 
will come back as heroes and liberators or criminals 
and invaders. 

Jenny Uechå 


America's soft power reached its height during the Cold 
War That influence rested on its ideals realized in practice 
- personal freedom, equality under the rule of law, 
social mobility and economic opportunity. In his seminal 
book, Understanding Media, Marshall McLuhan recounts 
that Sukarno told a group of Hollywood executives in 
1956 that he regarded them “as political radicals and 
revolutionaries who had greatly hastened political change 
in the East. What the Orient saw in a Hollywood movie 
was a world in which ай the ordinary people ha cars and 
electric stoves and refrigerators. So the Oriental regards 
himself an ordinary person who has been deprived of the 
ordinary man's birthright.” 

The personal liberty portrayed in Hollywood films, 
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PERFORMANCE IN ACCRA, с 


fashion, and music was not only appealing, but a factor 
in bringing down repressive regimes. 

The French philosopher and old pal of Che Guevara, 
Régis Debray, presciently concluded back before 
Gorbachev, ‘there is more power in blue jeans and rock 
and roll than the entire Red Army.” Michael Eisner of 
Disney was not off base when he said in 1995 that “the 
Berlin Wall was not destroyed by the force of arms, but by 
the force of Western ideas. “ 


Nathan Gardels is editor of New Perspectives Quarterly. 
This excerpted is taken from “The Rise and Fall of 
American Soft Power” (NPQ, Winter 2005). 
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The next big art movement will come out of China - at least, 
that seems to be the general consensus in the art world. Major 
fairs from Canada and Italy to Japan and Australia promote 
Chinese artists as the hot new thing. Trend-spotting shows 

of "Chinese maximalism” or the “new” Chinese video art 
regularly circulate the international museum scene. Even the 
US Federal Reserve in Washington DC has organized "The Face 
of Contemporary Art in China.” 

At the auction houses, works by celebrated ‘90s painters 
like Zhang Xiaogang (b. 1958) and Yue Min Jun (b. 1962) are 
gobbled up. Yet in the wider cultural market, it seems as if 
capital is hungry for anything Chinese (a recent Bloomberg 
report on Chinese art collector Richard Born even admitted 
that, though he owned a Yue painting, he couldn’t identify him 
by name, referring to him as “the smiley guy” after the figure in 
his work). 

While the Chinese art of the "905 was characterized by 
images that were almost classical in Western terms, spiked 
with subtly political content, the art becoming dominant now 
takes its cues more from the popular Cai Quo Qiang (b. 1957), 
whose specialty - fireworks - seems the perfect symbol of an 
aesthetic that is at once high-impact and unwilling to hold still. 

Са!5 recently completed rooftop installation for the 
Metropolitan Museum in New York is typically polymorphous: 
It incorporates daily fireworks, alongside a freestanding 
pane of glass with fake dead pigeons beneath it, two stuffed 





alligators stabbed with sharp objects, and a limestone frieze 
featuring wildly divergent images from recent history. 

The feeling is of diverse experiences strung together, to 
carnival effect. 

In step with this vibe, a young artist like Cao Fei (b. 1978) 
can offer an installation at Lombard-Freid in New York 
incorporating hip-hop performance and videos projected 
onto slapdash environments representing a montage of three 
different cultures: Japan, China and the US. Xu Zhen (b. 1976), 
appearing in the 2005 Yokohama Triennial, presented the 
sculptural evidence of a performance he had embarked on to 
“saw the peak off Mount Everest.” 

In itself, the slightly psycho aura of such projects is not that 
original (in fact, it’s just a subtle intensification of the schizoid 
character of contemporary art in general). What's important 
is that their mixed-up, anything-goes character is the logical 
reflection of capital’s mixed-up will to buy anything Chinese, 

The most characteristic “style” in today’s art world may be 
its “sectorism” - the building up of whole geographic sectors 
of production, regardless of whether their ideas are new or 
make sense. This is what sets the tone for artistic production, 
and it happens to be perfectly suited to capital's triumphalist 
take on the East. What it also means, however, is that those 
waiting for a Chinese art movement in the style of Western 
avant-gardes may be unfortunately out of step with the times. 

Ben Davis 


SOUTH KOREA 


Long regarded as China and Japan's invisible little sister, Korea 
is no military or economic juggernaut. Yet this small peninsula 
on the tip of Northeast Asia is fast emerging as the dominant 
soft power in the region. Routinely invaded by neighboring 
countries over time, Korea has now launched a successful 
invasion of its own, converting millions around the world into 
devoted fans - of Korean pop culture. 

The numbers speak for themselves. Less than a decade 
ago, in 1998, the total money grossed in Korean film exports 
was a mere $3.7 million; just last year, profits soared to 
$75.99 million. The same goes for Korean pop music, in which 
artists such as BoA and Rain have broken into the Top Ten 
charts, with sales beating out those of many homegrown 
idols. But what truly put South Korea on the world map was 
the soap opera, in which glamorous, charismatic stars play 
out addictive (if somewhat unlikely) plotlines of love and 
family affairs. Some would say that mega-hit dramas like 
Winter Sonata and Jewel in the Palace have single-handedly 





accomplished what decades of foreign policy has failed to do: 
reverse discriminatory attitudes toward Koreans and inspire 
admiration from people who had never known or even cared 
about the country before. 

Why does Korean pop resonate with so many different 
Civilizations around the world? Some call it the “innocence” 
effect: clean, engaging, G-rated content scores high with 
conservative viewers in Uzbekistan, where Korean dramas 
have caused a nation-wide craze. More blasé audiences 
who are used to sex and gore in entertainment are struck 
by the purity of Korean pop culture. Trenders, a Tokyo-based 
marketing company, notes that Korean pop culture reminds 
many viewers of the wholesomeness that they had lost in 
their own cultures. In today’s cynical age, Korea is conquering 
Powerful nations not with bombs or money, but with dreams 
of innocence lost. 

Jenny Uechi 
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Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, California, Nevada and Utah were 
once part of Mexico which lost the territories after the Texan 
War of Independence in 1835-1836 and the Mexican-American 
War of 1846-1848. The US invaded Mexico, took over its capital 
and swiped half its territory. 

At 35 million, Hispanics now make up the largest ethnic 
minority in the US and they are changing the face of America 
as we know it. The names Gael Garcia Bernal, Benicio del 
Toro, Shakira and Desperate Housewife Gabrielle Solis have 
all become part of the parlance along the American street of 
pop cultureville. While the Minutemen vigilantes play border 
guards with their pickups, walkie-talkies and binoculars along 
the US-Mexican border, 60,000 teeny boppers packed the L.A. 
Coliseum this spring for Mexican pop group RBD, which was 
the product of a Mexican TV show called Rebelde, according to 


THE TEEN GROUP RBD PERFORMS AT THE CARLOS 
GONZALEZ STADIUM, IN CULICAN, MEXICO. 





the Los Angeles Times. 

“Every week we see new evidence of the power of the 
Hispanic community in New York," Carey Davis, vice-president 
of New York's first Spanish-speaking station, told the BCC. 
“From fashion to food, to TV, to music, to the way people talk, 
the way people dance - in absolutely everything.” 

Spanish has now become the most popular second 
language in US high schools and universities, major US 
publishers are releasing Spanish literature and MTV plans to 
launch bilingual MTV Tr3s to entice the young and increasingly 
lucrative Hispanic demographic to tune in. 

Jaime Contreras, president of the National Capital 
Immigrant Coalition, told the Washington Post in April: 

“The sleeping Latino giant is finally awake.” 
Jorge Barrera 





These homes, as photographed by Andrea Robbins and Max Becher, are part of the Living in 
Poverty exhibit in The Global Village and Discovery Center in Americus, Georgia, USA. They were 


built 2003 by the nonprofit organization Habitat for Humanity in order to educate and reform 
public opinion of global poverty through a combination of tourism and volunteerism. 
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LATIN AMERICA RISING: EDUARDO GALEANO 


Uruguayan journalist Eduardo Galeano has made his career writing powerful 
condemnations of the foreign exploitation of Latin America. Here he speaks with 
Andre Vltchek about his guarded optimism regarding the future of the region. 


Q: What can you say about 
the present situation in 

Latin America? There are 

so many developments in 
Brazil, Venezuela, in Bolivia. 
Some changes are outright 
progressive, others are semi- 
progressive. How would you 
compare the situation now and 
during the time when you were 
writing Open Veins of Latin 
America and Memory of Fire? 


A: I would say that now 

the tendency is to vote in 
progressive governments that 
are trying to change things. 
This means a tremendous 
challenge but also a 
tremendous responsibility, 
because these new progressive 
governments that can be found in several countries 
of Latin America are carriers of collective hope 
which was not yet dead but seriously wounded; in 
terrible shape. Latin America is part of the world 
which was for many years condemned to the system 
of power where intimidation had more strength than 
the vote. It began in 1954 — more than half a century 
ago - when the democratically elected government 
of Guatemala attempted to make agrarian reforms, 
to return dignity to indigenous people; all that was 
later destroyed by foreign invasion. And then it 
continued: invasions and coups against any positive 
changes - progressive or nationalistic — concerning 
natural resources, independence, national dignity. 
Governments that intend to implement changes 

are destroyed. It happened in Brazil, Dominican 
Republic, Bolivia, in Chile which became the most 
famous case because Salvador Allende was converted 
to an international symbol. Then the Sandinistas in 





Nicaragua; again the same 
thing - they were destroyed 
after ten years of war because 
they intended to create a 
country - fatherland - where 
there was only a colony before. 
So all this is a very long story; 
a story of frustrations, failures, 
of hope washed in blood, All 
this created the situation in 
which we are now. How can 

I explain it? Change is 
possible, but to implement 

the change, one has to fight 
against not only the painful 
and fucked up experiences of 
the last half century but also 
against the long betrayal and 


WRITER EDUARDO GALEANO IS INSPIRED BY THE EMERGENCE something that I call “the 
ОҒ TRULY PROGRESSIVE POLITICS LATIN AMERICA. 


culture of impotence.” It is a 
culture that has roots in the 
colonial period, in the period when the continent 
was controlled by Spain and Portugal and that was 
later broken up and consolidated by the military 
dictatorships and the fatalistic brothers from 

the church. All this helped to create a culture of 
impotence that manages to paralyze people with fear. 
It tells you that reality is untouchable; reality can’t 
be touched, can’t be changed. These days this culture 
of fear has a spokesman who is a universal god - the 
god of the market, gangrenous figure. He is checking 
оп us from above and tells us what we can do and 
what we can’t. 


Andre Vltchek is a freelance journalist and non- 
fiction writer. His books, Point of No Return, 
Western Terror: From Potosi to Baghdad and 
The Ghost of Valparaiso, can be ordered through 
Mainstay Press (www.mainstaypress.org). 


ECUADOR 
WS OCCIDENTAL 


A QUIETLY PROFOUND VICTORY IN THE NAME OF 
national sovereignty was won in Ecuador this 

past May, with potentially far-reaching corporate 
and international implications. The US petroleum 
company Occidental, accused of 42 legal violations, 
including environmental destruction and spying 

оп protesters, was - to the shock of the company, 
the US government, and a pleasantly surprised 
Ecuadorian populace - refused a contract renewal 
for exploration and exploitation of Ecuadorian 
natural resources. The move was not a capricious 
expropriation on the part of Ecuador, rather the 
legal conclusion to a long saga of dispute with the 
company. Occidental first arrived to Ecuador in 
1982, taking over 200,000 hectares of protected 
areas for oil exploration, while inducing the 
Ecuadorian government to pay all of the company’s 
investment costs for exploration and set-up. 
Occidental has since then built itself a problematic 
track record in Ecuador, but until the most recent 
transgression had conducted its extraction operations 
with relative impunity. 

The smoking gun was an undisclosed deal in 
2000 in which the company transferred 40% of its 
interests in the Ecuadorian oil fields to a different 
oil company (EnCana, of Canada, who has since 
transferred its shares to a Chinese company) 
without seeking the consent nor even notifying the 
government of Ecuador - in a sense, sub-leasing 
Ecuador' natural resources for Occidental's 
own profit. The deal was in clear violation of 
Occidental’s contract, which stipulated that 
unauthorized leasing of Ecuadorian land is grounds 
for annulment of the contract; after roughly a 
year of deliberation, the Ecuadorian government 
responded in exactly this fashion. Despite the legal 
basis of the measure, Ecuador’s decision came as 
a surprise to both Occidental, who had grown 


accustomed to above-the-law status in Ecuador, and 
to the US government, as the company’s long-time 
diplomatic sponsor. The US administration quickly 
retaliated with diplomatic indignation and forceful 
economic measures, breaking off all ongoing trade 

iations with Ecuador. Occidental executives, 
meanwhile, responded with a $1 billion arbitration 
claim to be heard by the World Bank’s international 
trade tribunal in Washington DC, which is itself a 
contradiction of the terms of the Bilateral Investment 
Treaty signed by Ecuador and the US (which 
stipulates that in the case of a cancellation of the 
contract there is no arbitration). “We have not seized 
or confiscated the assets of the company; we have 
only fulfilled the law,” said Ecuador’s Energy and 
Mines minister Ivan Rodriguez. 

The entire incident is a case study in the relative 
power of corporations over nations, a “legal” system 
in which a foreign corporation, denied a contract 
renewal on the grounds of its blatant violation, can 
in turn sue the nation for nearly two percent of its 
GDP, while the corporation’s home government, 
which happens to represent the world’s most 
powerful economy, simultaneously slaps it with a 
“deep freeze” on all other trade agreements, the 
effects of which could crush the economy of a small 
developing nation such as Ecuador, “Free trade 
agreements are based on fundamental principles 
that both parties will respect the rule of law,” said 
the spokeswoman for US trade interests. Ironically, 
this is exactly what Ecuador did in the first place, 
and it was Occidental who broke the agreement. 
The international legal structure, however, is built 
to protect only one side, thereby leaving the other 
side at the mercy not only of closed-door judicial 
proceedings attendant to this legal structure, but also 
of the retaliatory economic brute force of the nation 
which constructed the system. In this case, Ecuador 
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Many times, awake or sleeping, | ask myself is this not the musings of a dreamer? 

Will 1 not be creating something against all evidence? | 
Believing in those things of ours, those things 50 precious in life, against all evidence? 
obstinacy of my prehistoric condition, blind from my ancient vocation? 


But then there always arrives a proof, small or large, _. 5 
but a proof th e is still possible and that reality continues LO have the capacity to surprise. 
-Eduardo Galeano 








took a bold step in reclaiming its national dignity 
but at the cost of potential economic crisis. 

One unlikely element of the episode is that the 
decision to deny Occidental’s contract came from 
President Alfredo Palacio, a lame-duck center-right 
president not typically known for standing up to 
business elites or the US government, with whom 
he has generally cooperated. That a generally soft, 
corporate-friendly president like Palacio is willing 
to take such a strong national stance is certainly 
indicative of a broader continental trend, but it does 
not necessarily imply that Ecuador will follow the 
lead of some of its more radical neighbors. The US, 
however, was quick to seize on this connection, and 
warned Ecuador that it is traveling down a slippery 
slope of anti-business politics, at the bottom of which 
lie such “dangerous” (and democratic) countries 
such as Bolivia and Venezuela, who are so insolent as 
to seek more control of their own natural resources 


(as opposed to the historical model of merely ceding 
it to foreign economic interests). “I reject this 
idea that a country such as Ecuador has to choose 
between Washington and Caracas, between Bush 
and Chavez,” responded León Roldós, the moderate 
and well-respected university professor who is the 
leading candidate in Ecuador's upcoming presidential 
election. In his view, which is shared by many 
Ecuadorians, the objective is not to wholly embrace 
or exclude any one country, but rather to work with 
every country, in the aim of achieving a real and fair 
integration, be it of a regional or global nature. 
What is therefore emerging in Ecuador and 
throughout the rest of the continent, despite its 
vilification from the White House, is merely the 
voice of pragmatism, accountability, and national 
dignity - three pillars upon which any government, 
developing or industrial, aspires to build itself. 
Gerald Toth 


ACROSS THE DARIÉN GAP 


More than El Chupacabra is afoot in Latin America of 
late. South Americans are rediscovering solidaridad: 
a web of economic, political and military ties binding 
the continent closer together. South American ties 
with Asia, especially China, are reaching heretofore 
unprecedented levels, with the potential to change 
geopolitics. Meanwhile, US bungling in the region 
merely provides hilarious fodder for Gabriel Garcia 
Márquez and Carlos Fuentes stories. 

Heck, (North) Americans have been monkeying 
around in Suramérica for centuries; only the 
propaganda has changed. The Monroe Doctrine 
metastasized into the Domino Theory, then Clinton- 
Bush neoliberalismo. Yet what have Northerners 
learned about places south? A friend and I recently 
backpacked from Wisconsin to Panama the old 
fashioned way: hundreds of buses, sore asses. 
When we got back, the question we were asked was, 
"How was South America?” Yet through nine nations, 
ме never made it out of North America. 

The Darién Gap is the spot where North meets 
South, and it’s wild. The Gap is a nearly unpassable 
16,000 square-kilometer cloud forest/jungle swamp 
оп the Panama-Colombia border, home to jaguars 
and bushmasters, narcotraficantes and guerrillas. 
Some have compared it to Joseph Conrad's Congo- 
inspired “Heart of Darkness.” This UNESCO World 


Heritage site and World Biosphere Reserve is the spot 
where worldviews diverge, trade pacts disintegrate, 
Washington and Bolívar differ on tactics, and the 
26,000 kilometer Pan-American Highway doesn't 
penetrate. But try telling los Anglos. 

“Our future cannot be separated from the future 
of Latin America,” US President George W Bush 
proclaimed in 2000, while Republicans kissed 
Hispanic babies. “This hemisphere, united by 
geography, has often been divided by history.” 

If Bush considered the Darién, he would realize that 
geography can also divide. But Bush has spent as 
much time in South America in six years as Chinese 
President Hu Jintao in one 2005 trip. 

In 2001, Bush asked Fernando Cardoso, then 
President of Brazil, probably the most гасайу diverse 
nation in the world, “Do you have Blacks too?” 
Sometimes South American unity does mean dissing 
the US: Venezuela, Bolivia, Argentina and Uruguay 
recently cut ties with the School of the Americas, 
the infamous US coup d'etat academy. But while 
Venezuelan President Hugo Chávez is named Bush's 
“Tormentor In Chief” by a narcissistic US media, Latin 
American leaders ignore the US, shifting their gaze 
inward, and to the East. 

Thacher Schmid 
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IT TOOK BOLIVIA 470 YEARS 
after the Spanish conquest for 
an indigenous person to return 
to govern its territory. In that- 
period of nearly five centuries, 
what has happened in this 
country and in this continent? 
What is happening now? The 
answer to the latter question 

+ + ¡is that something has awoken, 
something that resembles the 
light of a new dawn. 

For many people in the 
continents of the Americas 
the election of Evo Morales as 
president of Bolivia represents 
further testimony that the 
geopolitical development of 
Latin America is heading in a 
new direction. The conditions 
of oppression and rebellion 
have existed for centuries in 
what has always been the 


poorest country in Latin America. In the 19608, 

Che Guevara chose Bolivia as the next country to 
carry on his revolutionary strategy. Only today is 
Bolivia beginning to harvest the first tangible benefits 
of what it means to assume political, social, and 


economic sovereignty. 


In South America, the notion of sovereignty has a 
maltreated, misunderstood, and frequently banalized 
history. It is nonetheless evident that the life and 








EVO MORALES DURING HIS 1977 GRADUATION FROM 
THE BELTRAN AVILA HIGH SCHOOL IN ORURO, BOLIVIA - 
‘THE ONLY TIME IN HIS LIFE HE WORE A TIE AND A SUIT. 


work of Evo Morales, since 
his childhood until now as 
president, rests in great measure 
upon this important concept. 
“My father is Dionisio 
Morales Choque, my mother 
is Maria Mamani (both have 
passed away). We are a family 
of Aymara nationality, There 
are seven siblings, of which 
only three are alive. My other 
brothers and sisters lost their 
lives in their infancy, which is 
the life expectancy that families 
or children have in campesino 
communities. More than half 
die, and we, with luck, saved 
three out of the seven. We 
lived in Isallavi in a little adobe 
house with a thatched roof. 
It was small: no more than 
three by four meters. It served 
as sleeping quarters, kitchen, 


dining room, and practically everything else. Outside 
we had a corral for our animals. We lived in poverty 
like everyone else in the community.” 

Evo Morales grew up in the countryside, raised 
llamas and helped his father cultivate the land. Like 


many children in the Bolivian highlands, he learned 


Spanish in school but not in the house, where they 
spoke a dialect of Aymaran. The population of 
Bolivia is approximately 60% indigenous, and not 





until 2005 has this majority ever been represented 
by one of its own in the position of the nation’s 
highest authority. 

Grounded in the reality shared by the people 
of his country, Morales continues to remind not 
only his compatriots but also the entire continent 
of the elemental principles that a truly egalitarian 
government should set out to do: improve economic 
disparities, help restore to the people their lost 
dignity, and protect freedom of expression. 

To the discomfort of the United States government, 
it is for these basic principles that Morales, in the 
early 19905, became Bolivia's leading voice in defense 
of the ancestral production of coca leaves. 

“I believe my only full-time activity, my true 
passion in the last 19 years has been, and is, the 
defense of the coca leaf, the land, and the territory, 
but now also the defense of the natural resources, 
the rights of the poor and the exploited of the 
country, the thousands of workers and unemployed, 
the rebuilding of our homeland, the defense of our 
national sovereignty and of life itself.” 

The repeated and continuous US-sponsored 
campaigns to eradicate the cultivation of the coca 
plant in Bolivia, many of which have been violent 
and accompanied by the Bolivian militia, were 
predicated on their failure to distinguish the coca 
leaf from cocaine. To offer an analogy, it would 
be as if the United States began to see an elevated 
index of alcoholism from Italian wine and therefore 
the government decided to destroy the vineyards in 
France. The coca leaf has been used by indigenous 
communities for centuries. я 

With this fundamental idea of sovereignty, Morales 
passed from being an agricultural syndicate leader to 
a member of the Bolivian Senate and now president 
of the Republic. One of his first acts as president was 
to cut his own salary in half, and then recommend 
similar cuts to the congress, which in turn followed 
his lead, sending the clear message, from the start, 
that this administration is not merely a superficial 
alteration to the same discredited model, but instead 
an attempt to break from the long-standing tradition 
of institutional corruption and replace it with 
transparent and accessible democracy. In December 
of 2005 Morales won the presidential election in the 
first round, and has since enjoyed public approval 
ratings upwards of 80 percent. 

“It is not about conquering. It is about convincing, 
persuading, about concrete proposals with 


transparency and honesty,” he says. 

His foremost campaign promise was to nationalize 
Bolivia’s natural gas reserves, the second largest in 
the continent. Historically, this wealth has benefited 
transnational corporations, who previously reaped 
82 percent of the proceeds, while the vast majority of 
the Bolivian population lives in conditions considered 
among the poorest in the world. Shifting control of 
this enormous resource from foreign corporations 
to the Bolivian nation was seen as the best way to 
rectify this gross historical incongruity, a measure 
which was supported by 92 percent of the Bolivian 
populace, according to The Economist. Morales 
heeded the call of his electorate and carried through 
with his campaign promise, nationalizing the natural 
gas reserves on May rst of this year. 

Morales also laid out a plan of repartitioning 
200,000 square kilometers of state-owned lands for 
cultivation by indigenous communities and landless 
campesinos. Much of this state-owned land was 
illegally expropriated from indigenous communities 
by a long line of previous administrations, 
stretching back to the country’s colonial beginnings; 
this measure is an effort to return land to these 
communities and at the same time increase 
agricultural productivity. 

Evo Morales’ personal and political themes 
obey the most basic perception of the problems 
of the people at large. His methods, as well as his 
constructive relationship with Hugo Chavez and 
Fidel Castro, are stigmatized by the neoliberal wing 
of the continent, but Morales is a leader that wants 
to be consistent with his own life. In his public 
discourse there is no demagoguery because he has 
already begun to do exactly what he promised, 
and what his people elected him to do. He remains 
committed to the most poor, from where he comes, 
and wants to return to them the dignity that has 
long been denied them. Although his period in office 
is young, and his dreams to build a true democracy 
in and restore dignity to Bolivia are as challenging 
as they are bold, he is one of the few leaders in the 
world today whose actions are consistent with ideals. 





Andrés Barriga is an artist and documentary 
filmmaker based in Quito, Ecuador. His most recent 
films are 25 Years of Democracy in Ecuador 1979- 
2004 and Velasco: Portrait of an Andean Monarch. 
This article was translated by Maria Isabel Davila 
and Gerald Toth. 
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